
“From the rising of the sun to its setting  

the name of the LORD is to be praised.”
 Psalm 113:3 

August 18, 2017 

Dear Parents, 
 

 Wow!  How could we better begin the first week of school than with the 

first total solar eclipse in almost 100 years!  One of my most vivid childhood 

memories is when my dad was welding the day of a solar eclipse back in the 

dark ages!  Filled with AWE AND WONDER, I was joyous when he let me 

wear his huge welding helmet to view the blessed event. 

 As we get closer to this Monday, we will continue to be inundated with 

solar eclipse lore.  If we view Monday’s big event from the lense of faith, the 

only thing we can see is the GLORY OF GOD! 

 Being our children’s biggest cheerleader is one of the blessings of being 

a parent.  When events in our world parallel our children’s passions, it’s a 

double blessing.  Thus is the upcoming solar eclipse for this mom.  My son is 

Dr. Tom Schad, solar physicist.  He’s to the right on the photo below with a 

group of eighth graders in Maui, Hawaii. He is part of the team building a 

next-generation 15-story solar telescope on Mount Haleakala. Maui had 

the blessing of a total solar eclipse just last year, so Dr. Schad was 

kind enough to donate enough safety glasses for Our Lady’s School 

to use on August 21. 

 The media will continue to saturate the secular piece, but 

when the birds stop chirping in total darkness at the many points of 

totality across our nation, we will remain focused on the real lesson 

of the eclipse:  “Be Still And Know That I Am God,” is the 

continued resounding message coming from above. 

 "I think sometimes we take for granted the beautiful 
symmetry that we find in creation. Do we really grasp the fact that the moon is just the right size and 
distance from us that when it gets between the earth and the sun it more or less covers the sun?" he 
said. "Through experiences of awe and wonder, we can take the things that are everyday and realize 
that maybe they're not as everyday as we think they are."  Father James Kurzynski, pastor of St. Joseph 
Catholic Parish in Menomonie, Wisconsin, and amateur astronomer.  
 

 There’s a wonderful article that ties the eclipse to our Catholic faith: 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/2017-eclipse-liturgical-calendar/ 

Always exciting for Our Lady’s School are the facts related to Mary.  The eclipse will be on the eve of the Feast of the 

Queenship of Mary.  The eclipse will occur on the 100
th
 anniversary year of the apparition of Mary to the children of 

Fatima.  And may we never forget the total eclipse on the day that Our Lord gave HIS life for us on the cross. 

 August 21st is the feast of Our Lady of Knock, a silent apparition of the Blessed Mother in Ireland in 1879. She 

appeared standing near an altar mounted by Christ as the Lamb of 

God, with St. Joseph and the Apostle St. John the Evangelist, who 

was holding a book, presumably the Book of Revelation. I had the 

honor of standing on the grounds of Knock last year, certainly a 

bucket list visit for any Catholic.  

 Our wonderful faculty and staff here at Our Lady’s School 

are working hard to make sure this event has all the elements of its 

greatness:  scientific reason coupled with faith…awe coupled with 

caution.  May we seek God as we view His amazing creation! 

 

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

             (OVER) 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/113/3
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Dean’s Dispatch 
 

AND WE’RE OFF!! 
 

 We are off to a new school year full of rich experiences, faith 
formation, and academic excellence. Each new school year affords 
us all a new beginning, fresh start, and a bit of anxiety, quickly 
quelled by our experienced, caring, staff. 
As we begin anew, take a moment to set priorities. First and 

foremost is God, the center of our life as Catholics. We need to be 
sure our children learn this from us as role models. Next should be 
family, time together for prayer, worship, recreation, and 
conversation. Strong family ties enable our children to feel safe and 
secure. Third on the list is school, high expectations, time and place 
for homework, encouragement, monitoring progress, and 
conversation! Following the top three would be extra-curricular 
involvements, such as dance, gymnastics, team sports, etc., being 
sure there is sufficient time for priorities one, two, and three. The last on the list should be 
electronics that keep our children from developing healthy relationships and attitudes. We 
need to limit the use of electronics for all ages, right through high school! 

The most damaging thing we can do to our children is to 
over-extend their lives with too much involvement. It is 
healthy to be involved to some extent, but we need to 
guide our children into making the best choices.  As 
parents, we sometimes must say “no,” and stick to it! 
Being a parent is the toughest job you will ever love. God 
has entrusted this beautiful creation to our care; it is our 
responsibility and privilege to raise our children to be faith- 
filled, well adjusted, productive adults. It is not always easy 

to keep our priorities in order; however, the effort is well worth the end result! 
God bless our ICCS family and know that you are all in my 
prayers. God bless, Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 

 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 
 

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind 
you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26 

 (OVER) 



VIRTUE OF THE MONTH FOR AUGUST: 

Hospitality!  
 

Hospitality “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this 

some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  Hebrews 13:2 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS FOR KINDERGARTEN THROUGH FIFTH GRADES 
 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, FROM 7:00 TO 8:30 P.M. IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM 

 
PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS FOR GRADES SIX THROUGH EIGHT 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, FROM 7:00 TO 8:30 P.M. IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM 
 

**This is our annual opportunity to give parents an introduction to their child’s classroom on 
a more individual basis.  Your child’s teacher will meet with the parents first as a group, 

going over classroom procedures, curriculum, Title I, Learning Lab, and other special 
services, and will then answer specific questions. This meeting is for parents only.** 

 
***ENTER THROUGH THE GYM.  THERE WILL BE A SHORT PROGRAM FOR PARENTS IN 

THE GYM BEFORE THEY GO TO THE CLASSROOMS.*** 
________________________________________________ 

 

--THE ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS MONDAY THROUGH 

FRIDAY FROM 7:45 A.M. TO 8:15 A.M.   

 
--See the hot lunch, pizza, and chicken strip forms in this month’s Brown 

Envelope.  IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO ALL 
DEADLINES AS WE CAN ACCEPT NO LATE FORMS. Please make checks payable 

to ICCS.  If paying with cash, please send EXACT amounts.  The office does not 
make change.  We accept cash or check only. 

 
--IMPORTANT: E-MAIL:  If you are still not receiving the school’s weekly e-mail, 

be sure to call the office and give us an updated e-mail or e-mail at 
iccsoffice@gmail.com        
 

--IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN STRING INSTRUMENT ENRICHMENT CLASSES: We are 
once again thrilled to have Mrs. Delta Holl offer our students in grades 4-8 string classes. This is 
an additional charge. Please contact Mrs. Holl or the school office if you would like more 

information. Our string students have done extremely well since leaving ICCS!! 
             

--DURING DISMISSAL OUR PERSONNEL ARE FOCUSED ON THE SAFETY AND SECURITY 
OF THE CHILDREN. If you have business at the end of the day in the School Office, we ask that 
you come a little before dismissal or immediately after dismissal so that our office employees 

can assist with dismissal. Thank you for your help.     (OVER) 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com


 
--PARKING: Thank you so much for your wonderful help this week in making sure our campus 

is safe for the children by driving CHILD FRIENDLY!! Our traffic pattern is one-way entering 
from Bonnie Brae and exiting Windsor.  

 
--SECURITY: Thank you for helping us keep your children safe as we will continue to check ID’s 
as deemed necessary. Please keep the office informed when there is a change regarding who will 

be picking up your children. 
 

--EDUCATIONAL HALLWAYS: Thank you for your assistance in helping us get school underway 
promptly each day by arriving at school on time. Only students and staff are allowed in the 
educational hallways after 8 a.m. so please begin exiting those hallways as soon as 

the 7:55 a.m. ready bell rings. In addition, no one is allowed in the educational wings 
between 3 and 3:20 p.m. during dismissal so we can assure the children are safely dismissed. 

 
--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 
 

****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our schoolwide 
service, every FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are 

asked to bring nonperishable food and toiletry items so we can help the community 
food banks and soup kitchens which are always in need.  If you can, please send an 

item with your child Thursday, Aug. 31.  Thanks for caring.*** 
 

--UNIFORMS: Thank you for assisting your children with the various uniform requirements.  

Some reminders:  BE SURE your children are wearing shoes with NON-MARKING soles so we can 
maintain our floors.  Also, SHOES:  please read uniform requirements carefully.  Shoes must be 

solid white, black or oxfords only.   
 
--SPIRIT FRIDAYS: For those of you who are new, our school gets in the spirit each Friday 

with Spirit Fridays! Our students and staff may wear ICCS spirit shirts with school uniform shorts 
or pants (refer to handbook for guidelines). 

 
--WE NEED VOLUNTEERS IN THE NURSE’S STATION:  Please call the school office if you can 
help. All volunteers must be trained in diocesan safe environment. 

 
--KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE WORKSHOPS: Several people have asked about the “Safe ad 

Sacred” Keeping Children Safe workshops that are required by the Catholic Diocese of Fort 
Worth for volunteers and employees who work directly with children and vulnerable adults. 
Please contact Safe Environment Coordinator Terry Scaggs in the Parish Office at (940) 565-

1770 or call the school office for information. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  The annual ICCS Auction is on 
Saturday, April 14, 2018.  This year’s theme is 
“Hawaiian Knights!”.  It’s never too early to start 

collecting items to donate! 
         
 

 
            (OVER) 



Upcoming Dates: 
 
--August 19:  ICCS Advisory Council Retreat 

--August 23:   Parent-Teacher Meeting for grades kindergarten-fifth 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in your child’s classrooms. 

--August 24:   Parent-Teacher Meeting for grades six through eight 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in your child’s classrooms. 

--August 28:  ICCS Girls Volleyball at home 5 p.m. versus St. Mary’s.  Go Lady Knights!  

--August 31:  Monthly Food Drive for the Poor…please be generous!! 

--Sept. 4:   Labor Day:  NO SCHOOL 

--Sept. 5: Lady Knights Volleyball at home 5 p.m. versus Walnut Bend…JV only 

--Sept. 8: Blessed Mother’s Birthday! 

--Sept. 8: Grade Cutoff for First Quarter Progress Reports 

--Sept. 11: ICCS Lady Knights away at Texoma Christian 5 p.m. 

--Sept. 11-15: IOWA Achievement Testing grades 1-8 

--Sept. 13: ICCS Advisory Council Meeting 7 p.m. in the library. Visitors are welcome! 

--Sept. 15: ICCS Family Picnic in the back of the school 6 p.m. (gym if raining) 

--Sept. 15: September Brown Envelope Goes Home 

--Sept. 15: Progress Reports Go Home 

--Sept. 24: Immaculate Conception Parish Picnic 

--Sept. 29: NO SCHOOL….DIOCESAN INSERVICE 

--Oct. 6: Glamourcraft Yearbook Individual Photos…Dress Uniform with sweater REQUIRED! 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
 
--Remember:  -- If cash is sent for pizza, milk, hot lunch, or chicken strips, be sure to put the 

money in an envelope with the child’s name on it.  Also, make sure the EXACT AMOUNT of 
cash is sent for each item. 

 
--Remember:  If writing a check and the parent’s last name is different from the child’s, please 
put the child’s name in the memo section of the check.  Also put in the memo section what 

the check is paying for; i.e., pizza & milk.  
 

--Remember:  *******Make sure you get your forms in by the deadline****** 

 

 

****WE CONTINUE TO BE IN NEED OF EMPTY PRINTER 

CARTRIDGES SO WE CAN RECYCLE THEM FOR NEEDED 

OFFICE AND CLASSROOM SUPPLIES.  PLEASE BRING THEM 

BY THE SCHOOL OR LEAVE THEM AT EITHER PARISH 

OFFICE.   

THANK YOU!!!********* 

_______________________________________________

________ 

*Quarter Book Sale September 5-8** 
(If you have any books to donate, bring them 

in!  Proceeds benefit the ICCS Library!!   

                       (OVER) 



 
SAVE THE DATE!! 

 
2017 NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY is SEPTEMBER 14! 

Donate between 6 a.m. and 12 Midnight to Immaculate 

Conception Catholic School via 

www.NorthTexasGivingDay.org. Donations $25 and above will 

be muliplied in bonus funds and prizes.  

 

We will be sending out information over the next month on 

how you can participate in this online donation campaign. 

Our goal this year is to continue to upgrade our 

technology to use in classroom instruction and other 

technology improvements as well as for financial 

assistance.  Get up and give!" 

 

 

--THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL ON 

MONDAY, SEPT. 4, 

TO CELEBRATE THE                                     
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY. 

 

 

Thank you for a wonderful first week of 

school! 

 

          (OVER) 



SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP  
Immaculate Conception Catholic School  

Fundraising and Development Opportunities 

Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year. Your friends and family can help, 
too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education—Clip, clip, clip!!! 

- Campbell's Soup labels—Program ending soon, BUT we are still collecting them through January! 

--Coke Rewards…safe your bottle tops and put them in the box by the office. 

--Amazon Smile:  Order from Amazon?  Sign up to help ICCS and Amazon will make a donation to Our Lady’s 
School every time you log on to smile.amazon.com 

- Gift Cards through can be purchased for more than 40 retail, restaurants, grocery, entertainment and gas 
establishments with a percentage going back to our school. Some of the cards include WalMart, Chili's, 
Starbucks, Exxon, Target, iTunes, Game Stop, Cinemark and more.   ORDER FORMS GO HOME MONTHLY 
IN BROWN ENVELOPE. SCRIP GIFT CARDS ARE SOLD IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE.  Get 1 volunteer hour 
for every $100 purchased. 

- Recycle your papers, catalogs, newspapers (drop in recycle bin in the north end of the parking lot). 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Max/Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz Points 
as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for dates and 
announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the year. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for qualifying 
families.  

- Donations accepted year-round for the “Touching Tomorrow Forever” building note fund.  

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming major fundraisers and watch your 
emails and brown envelopes for more information:  

- Late October/early November 2017: Catholic Life Insurance Raffle Tickets: look for information to come.  

- Saturday, April 14, 2018: Annual Auction       (OVER) 


