
“Yours is a great gift to the Church, a great gift to your 

nation.”  St. Pope John Paul II in his 1987 address to Catholic 

educators in New Orleans 

 

January 12, 2018 
 

Dear Parents,        

 

 My dad was the hardest worker I ever knew.  Growing up on a dairy farm was certainly not a walk in the park, but 

it is one of the few places where children are expected to carry their share of responsibilities in such a big way.  Growing 

up in a family of seven children, we learned very quickly that “the ladies” would not wait on anyone.  They had to be 

milked at 4 a.m. and 4 p.m. seven days a week 365 days a year.  There was hay to feed, bottle calves to nurture, cleaning 

up the milk barn when it was all done, AND THEN there were the chores in the house…making the beds, helping with the 

meals, cleaning, laundry, and of course, doing your homework.  In spite of this frenzied daily schedule, my dad, no matter 

how tired he was, knelt down with us before we went to bed as we prayed the rosary together as a family.   

 It wasn’t until I was an adult with children of my own that I learned how we came to live in this area.  We were 

driving in Grayson County one day when my dad drove up to a tilled field.  We got out of our car, casting a view of the 

wide open space.  “Your mom and I actually bought this piece of property when we first married,” he said.  “We sold it 

when we found some land near Valley View so that you all could go to Catholic school,” he said matter-of-fact. 

 My parents’ decision that day changed my life forever.  In spite of 

extremely tight funds and just barely getting out of the milk barn each day, 

somehow we were able to attend the Catholic school 12 miles north of our 

house.  It was there that the School Sisters of Notre Dame formed me and, 

with my parents as primary educators, trained me in the way that I should go 

as Proverbs 22:6 states.  Faith was the pinnacle of my upbringing with family 

as the cornerstone.  There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that 

my parents’ sacrifice to send their children to Catholic school was worth the 

effort.  When your world view is surrounded by faith and spirituality, you have 

a rudder.  In good times and in bad, the ship continues to steer with that trust in the Lord.  Not a day goes by that I’m not 

grateful that my parents gave me the gift of attending a Catholic school. 

 January ushers in our annual Catholic Schools Week celebration.  

There have been so many pioneers who have paved the way so that the 

children can continue to have this gift of faith.  We remain grateful to the 

parishioners of Immaculate Conception Parish and to those in our diocese 

who had the vision and faith to open Our Lady’s School in 1995. 

 I had the honor of meeting a 32-year-old Catholic priest this past 

summer at a Catholic Education Law Conference in Louisville, Kentucky.  

He said he grew up in a bedrock Catholic family, attended Catholic 

schools, and then went to college.  There, he said, is where he lost his way 

for awhile, becoming a self-proclaimed atheist to the extreme grief of his 

parents. So how was this young Catholic priest standing before us?  He said his faith was inside of him, nurtured by his 

parents and Catholic schools, so he was able to find his way back. “Young people today hear too many voices,” he said.  

Catholic schools have become more important than ever in being that strong, resonating voice of faith. 

 THANK YOU for your continued sacrifice in sending your children to Catholic schools.  KNOW that it is, and 

will, make a difference in the lives of your children and your families.  THANK YOU LORD for Our Lady’s School! 

 

     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal                 (OVER) 

 



DEAN’S DISPATCH 
Paul Cuttica  

 

 JMJ 

A Father of Fathers … St. Joseph as Our Model 

 As I listened to the readings during Advent and Christmas, I kept focusing on St. Joseph. I’m not sure 

why my mind kept wandering to St. Joseph, but it did.  We all know St. Joseph is the foster-father of Jesus and 

husband of Mary. Perhaps the birth of my sixth grandchild made me focus on fatherhood and grand-

fatherhood. As I see my sons-in-law interact with their children and wives, my daughters, I feel a sense of 

wellbeing and contentment. The cycle is complete… I loved my dad and he was a strong influence on my life, I 

loved being a Dad and hope I had a good influence on my daughters, and now I revel in seeing my “sons” raise 

their children. God is good. 

 When I think of our spiritual father, of course, I think of God the Father. I also think of St. Joseph as the 

human father to Jesus. He exemplifies the characteristics of a perfect father. It is quoted that Joseph was a 

“just man.” Fathers should always act justly and with prudence, treating their wives and children fairly and 

with virtue. Good fathers are faithful to God and family. Our children look to us as models, hence we need to be 

a strong role model of faith. They need to see us live a life of prayer and service to others. We need to 

demonstrate self-sacrifice. Of course, a good father demonstrates patience – not always an easy task! With the 

help of God and St. Joseph patience is easier to achieve. It’s okay to pray for strength and patience! Fathers 

provide physical and spiritual sustenance for their families. Along with our wives, we work to provide the basic 

necessities of life as well as the spiritual guidance our children need. Praying and worshiping together as a 

family has a huge impact on our children. We can’t just talk the talk, we need to walk the walk! 

 It is a daunting task to be a Catholic Christian father in this day and age. The distractions of the world 

can overpower us. We need to stay focused on the most important job we have, being husband and father. I 

see so many wonderful fathers here at ICCS, good strong role models for our youth. We need to continue on 

this path and keep St. Joseph near, to guide us through life. I keep all the Dads at ICCS in my prayers as well as 

my sons–in –law. May St. Joseph watch over us and guide us in our decision making and parenting. 

 God bless you all as we being a New Year, 2018!  Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 

Prayer to St. Joseph 

St. Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster father of the Son of God, obtain from Jesus the grace 

we fathers need to raise our families according to the will of God. We need light to recognize our grave 

responsibility as husbands and fathers. Above all we need the courage to persevere in the fatherly care of our 

families through time into the endless reaches of eternity. Amen 

 Based on articles written by Fr. Fredrick J. Miller, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J,  Andrew M. Greenwell 

 (OVER) 



Hola!!   
Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in Georgia) 

A final de este mes, estaremos celebrando la Semana Nacional de Escuela Católicas. Educar 

en la fe no es tarea fácil. Los padres de familia, antes que nadie, son responsables de la educación en la Fe de 

sus hijos. La vida no es igual para el que vive la Fe que para quien vive sin ella. Valores como el respeto, la 

caridad, la generosidad, la humildad, son esenciales en la formación espiritual de nuestros hijos. Elegir un 

buen Colegio es sin duda una de las decisiones más importantes que tomaras pensando en tus pequeños. Elegir 

un Colegio Católico requiere un costo extra, una mensualidad y pagos que implican un sacrificio que dará 

frutos en la vida de tus niños por siempre. Algunos niños son muy afortunados por recibir una educación en 

una Escuela Católica.  

 

¿Qué es la Semana Nacional de Escuelas Católicas? 

Desde 1974, la Semana Nacional de Escuelas Católicas es la celebración anual de la Educación Católica en 

los Estados Unidos. Comienza el último domingo de enero y dura toda la semana, en el año 2018 es del 28 de 

enero al 3 de febrero. El tema de la Semana Nacional de Escuelas Católicas 2018 es "Escuelas católicas: 

Aprende. Sirve. Dirige. Triunfa." Las escuelas típicamente observan la semana de celebración anual con Misas, 

jornadas a puertas abiertas y otras actividades para estudiantes, familias, feligreses y miembros de la 

comunidad. A través de estos eventos, las escuelas se enfocan en el valor que la educación católica brinda a los 

jóvenes y sus contribuciones a nuestra Iglesia, nuestras comunidades y nuestra nación. (National Catholic 

Educational Association).  

Que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre.    Cecy Miranda 

At the end of this month, we will be celebrating National Catholic School Week. Educating in faith is not an 

easy task. Parents, before anyone else, are responsible for the education in the faith of their children. Life is not 

the same for those who live with Faith as for those who live without it. Values such as respect, charity, 

generosity, and humility are essential in the spiritual formation of our children. Choosing a good school is 

without a doubt one of the most important decisions you will take thinking about your little ones. Choosing a 

Catholic School requires an extra cost, a monthly payment, and payments that imply a sacrifice that will bear 

fruit forever. Some children are very fortunate to receive an education in a Catholic School. 

 

What is National Catholic Schools Week? 

“Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United 

States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2018 is January 28 - February 3. The 

theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2018 is “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” 

Schools typically observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and other activities for 

students, families, parishioners and community members. Through these events, schools focus on the value 

Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to our church, our communities and our 

nation” (National Catholic Educational Association).  

Blessings, Cecy Miranda 



JANUARY VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: 

Prudence 
 “A quick-tempered man makes a fool of himself, but the prudent man 

is at peace.”  Proverbs 14:17 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 

“But the Advocate,
 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26  

 

 

The staff of ICCS would like to 

thank all of our school families for their amazing 

generosity in donating to the Christmas Giving Tree!   

Thank you for your support and we wish you blessings 

for 2018! 

INCLEMENT WEATHER REMINDERS:  Please note the procedure for inclement weather in our handbook.  An e-

mail will be sent to families on our e-mail list.  If you are not receiving weekly e-mails from the school, contact the school 

office to update your e-mail.  In addition, check the local television stations no later than 7 a.m. for closing information or 

log on to the school website: www.catholicschooldenton.org (Click on the Parent Link and go down to Inclement Weather 

to find NIXLE on the website). 

  BE SURE TO GO TO THE SCHOOL WEBSITE TO SIGN UP FOR NIXLE TO GET TEXT MESSAGE ALERTS!!  

 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/


SIGN UP FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER TEXT MESSAGES THROUGH NIXLE 

Sign up today to receive real-time information via text messaging and email 

about what is happening at ICCS including events, school closures, 

emergencies and other pertinent information. Simply go to: 

http://local.nixle.com/immaculate-conception-catholic-school/ 

and click on Sign Up Now. Please register as a user. Once you have 

established a user name and password, please sign in and click on Search 

for Agencies, Businesses and Community Groups. Type in Immaculate 

Conception Catholic School, near Denton, TX. Select ICCS and save. Once 

you are linked to ICCS, click on Settings. Under ICCS, click on Send 

these messages to my mobile phone: Advisories, Traffic, Community. This 

will allow you to receive all updates. *Please check with your cell phone 

provider to find out if text-messaging charges apply. 

Please contact Kristy Hawley at iccsoffice@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails 
but would like to do so, please 

contact the school office or e-mail 
iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure 

you have an updated email. Check 
us out on facebook!  www.facebook.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic environment designed 

to promote the total development of the child by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through 

the educational process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of Immaculate 

Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a quality 

academic foundation; to unite in a nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through 

academic formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to change and 

diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and dignity of each individual. 

JANUARY 15 IS SCHOOL DAY ADMIT FREE GRADE 6 AND ABOVE 

AT THE FORT WORTH STOCK SHOW!! 

ADMIT FREE GRADE 5 AND UNDER ON FEBRUARY 2 

http://www.fwssr.com/ 

PICK UP YOUR FREE TICKETS AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

http://local.nixle.com/immaculate-conception-catholic-school/
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.fwssr.com/


IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND ON THESE DATES 

MONDAY, JANUARY 15 IS MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

NO SCHOOL!! 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Jan. 15:  Martin Luther King holiday….NO 

SCHOOL 

Jan. 18:   ICCS basketball teams at Texoma 

Christian in Sherman 

Jan. 22: Denton Calvary at ICCS basketball 

Jan. 23:  T-Shirt “Bonus” Tuesday for those 

eligible. 

Jan. 25:  Monthly Food Drive for the poor 

Jan. 25: ICCS JV at Texoma Christian in 

Sherman 

Jan. 26:   Catholic Schools Week Spaghetti 

Dinner and Open House 



Jan. 27: ICCS JV at Texoma Christian for 

Basketball Tournament  

Jan. 29:   Alumni Recognition Night as ICCS 

basketball teams host Sacred Heart in the gym 

Jan. 29: Registration for 2018-2019 School 

Year Begins 

Jan. 29-Feb. 3:  Catholic Schools Week 

Feb. 1 and 3:  NTIL Basketball Tournament 
****REMINDER TO PLEASE PAY ANY OUTSTANDING ACCOUNT BALANCES:  Please check with Bookkeeper Mrs. Diane 

White if you have questions. 

 

****REMINDER TO CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9 A.M. IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT:  Please see handbook: "If for 

any reason a student will not be in attendance at school, the parent is required to call the school office (940)381-1155 by 

9:00 a.m. to report the absence." A short phone call saves the office a lot of time from having to contact parents.  Thank 

you!! 

 

 

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM** 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL RECEIVED A CHECK FOR $602.70 BECAUSE YOU ARE SAVING BOXTOPS 

FOR EDUCATION!!   Lifetime earnings are $17,968.31!!!! 



Please continue to save General Mills Boxtops for Education. Bring them to the school or parish office or put them in the 

collection basket! Thanks to everyone for helping us keep Catholic education affordable for the families of our parish and 

beyond.  

 

RECYCLE NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR RECYCLE BIN IN THE PARKING LOT. 

 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 

KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

 

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

 

--WE CAN ALWAYS USE REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of copier paper, please bring it to 

the school office.  We are beginning to run out of the paper that you so generously brought at the beginning of the school 

year.  Again, thank you for helping our children!! 

  

AUCTION!   AUCTION!    AUCTION! 

-IF YOU HAVE NOT TURNED IN YOUR AUCTION ITEM(S) OR PAID THE $150 OPT-

OUT FEE, PLEASE DO SO NOW!  WE ARE IN NEED OF SMALL DENOMINATION GIFT 

CARDS IN THE AMOUNTS OF $10, $15, $25 FOR PRIZES FOR THE GIFT PULL.  IF 

YOU HAVE NOT YET TURNED IN YOUR AUCTION ITEM, PLEASE CONSIDER GIFT 

CARDS AS AN OPTION.  DON’T FORGET TO ORDER GIFT CARDS FROM THE ICCS 

GIFT CARD PROGRAM!  YOU CAN FULFILL YOUR AUCTION DONATION AND EARN 

VOLUNTEER POINTS AT THE SAME TIME!!! *(CASH OR CHECK ONLY) 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

***SEE THE INSERT IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE FOR RESERVATION 

INFORMATION!  PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR AN AMAZING EVENING 

BENEFITING ICCS!*** 

 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


SAVE THE DATE! 

ICCS PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN  

PREVIEW DAYS! 

When:  Friday, February 2 

    Friday, April 6 

Wednesday, May2 

                                       Time:  8:30-10:00 a.m. (come and go) 

Do you have a child turning 3, 4 or 5 by September 1, 2018?  If you are interested in 

enrolling for the 2018-2018 school year, please stop by and tour our pre-school and 

kindergarten classrooms on these days.  Please call the school office with any 

questions. 940-381-1155 x 0. 

HAWAIIAN KNIGHTS! 

SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL 

AUCTION IS  

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018, 

 IN THE ICCS GYM!! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School 

Interscholastic Association (PSIA)  
Spring Meet Date will be  

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018, here at ICCS. 

(THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL THAT DAY) 

HAVE A BLESSED 2018!!! 
  


