
"We are all called to be holy by living our lives with 

love and by bearing witness in everything we do, 

wherever we find ourselves…"  

 

Be "…the saints next door…contemplate the 

holiness present in the patience of God's people: in 

those parents who raise their children with immense 

love, in those men and women who work hard to 

support their families, in the sick, in elderly religious 

who never lose their smile."   

Pope Francis in his new encyclical "Gaudete et Exsultate"("Rejoice and Be Glad") 
 

May 11, 2018 

Dear Parents,   
 

 This past week has certainly been a walk down memory lane!  One of the most fulfilling moments of being a 

teacher comes when you bump into a parent or a student who catches you up with “the rest of the story”.  Waiting in line 

at the office supply store the other day, one alum ICCS parent shared that his high school son spent Spring Break on a 

mission trip in Jamaica.  I asked him how he liked it.  Without hesitation, the dad said, “LIFE CHANGING”.   

 It was a delight to be a part of the pulpit talks this past weekend at St. Mark’s as we hope to spread the Good 

News about Our Lady’s School (BTW…we are always looking for folks to help us with this, so let us know if you are 

interested!).  Several alumni families coming out of those Masses shared the stories of their children…finishing up their 

degree in clinical psychology at Columbia….two in law school…setting goals on a path for a bright future. 

 Thanks to the generosity of a wonderful long-time teacher, ICCS will give the Carol Hyatt Memorial High School 

Scholarship for the first time in our school’s history to one or more ICCS alumni graduates. The essays submitted are 

poignant relating how parents, families, and their time here at ICCS have formed their world view.  

 

“I feel extremely blessed to have been born into a family who loves their Faith so much as to make sure that I am 

exposed to God’s love for us every day. My time at Immaculate Conception Catholic School is a very precious aspect of 

my life that I will always hold on to, and it has shaped me into the person that I am today. I find myself reaching out 

to those who need a helping hand instantaneously and constantly yearning to help the younger generation of 

children, teaching with a loving servant’s heart.”    Molly Melloan--Class of 2018 ICCS alum 
 

 Pope Francis has certainly pinpointed the key to life in his most recent encyclical 

Gaudete et Exsultate.  It’s a great read for a lay person as his writing style seems 

to talk right to each of us in a gentle, down-to-earth conversational tone.  What 

Molly, and Pope Francis, seem to be saying is that holiness can be habit-forming, 

achievable, and even routine, but we need to set specific goals to get there.  

 While we’re building those sand castles this summer, we might review this 

article:  https://lifeteen.com/blog/5-ways-to-stay-strong-in-your-faith-during-the-

summer/   Great read…set reasonable spiritual goals for this summer…establish 

“faith” relationships and gather….serve (Bible School, soup kitchen, mission trip)…read books for the soul 

(important that children have a spiritual book diet) …and stay connected in a faith way (Mass…daily 

prayer..service as a family).  Blessed summer! 

 

     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal                 (OVER) 



DEAN’S DISPATCH 
Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students  

 

 JMJ May 2018 

The 5 “R’s” of Summer Vacation 

As the summer vacation approaches, I thought it fitting to talk about the 5 “R’s” of summer vacation. We all 

know the 3 “R’s” of school … reading, ’riting, ‘rithmatic! To these we add … rest and recreating! We need all 

five for a balanced summer that allows us time to unwind, but also keeps our skills sharpened for the coming 

school year.  

Rest is needed by students, teachers, and parents after a school year of working hard and running around. 

Summer allows us time to rejuvenate, clear our minds, and reflect on our accomplishments and struggles. Rest 

and reflection enable us to get our ducks in order before embarking on a new adventure! 

Recreation is a necessary part of everyone’s life. Children and adults alike need time to move, enjoy, and let 

loose! Be sure to encourage your children to do some of the things you enjoyed as a child. Do your children ride 

bikes, roller skate, ride a scooter, jump rope, play tag, play hide and seek, chase lightning bugs? Our children 

spend entirely too much time indoors on electronics or watching TV. Certainly there are summer days too hot 

to play outside but encourage indoor play rather than video games only! 

Reading skills drop if a child does not practice reading for the 10 weeks of summer. Each grade level is given a 

list of suggested books to read and the upper grades are required to read and respond. Summer reading should 

be fun but may need to be scheduled. Perhaps a 20 minutes time each day can be a family reading time! 

Regular visits to the Public Library can be part of your summer routine. The Public Libraries have FREE reading 

clubs with activities and prizes! 

‘Riting is something all children need to develop. It can be as simple as a sentence or two each night before bed 

about the day’s activities, or as complex as creating a small novel! Making cartoons with dialog, writing notes 

to relatives out of the area, writing a message to put in Dad or Mom’s lunch each day are simple but useful 

ideas. Have your children write the grocery list or a thank you note to Grandma for the cookies she baked! 

‘Rithmatic is part of everyday life. Make this apparent to your children by having them help you cook, figure 

out change when you buy something, measure the amount of soil needed to fill a flower pot, etc. Perhaps 

having them give you 5 basic facts before they get in the pool or get that ice cream would help! The Summer 

IXL Challenge runs from June 1 to August 10 with prizes for accrued minutes.  

Please make this summer fun, faith filled, and academically challenging! It has been a wonderful year and I 

thank you for your support and encouragement. How blessed I am to work in a school like ICCS!  

You remain in my prayers, 

Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students        (OVER) 



Hola!!   
Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in Georgia) 

  Queridos padres, estamos a poco de terminar el año escolar, y 

aunque todos deseamos que el verano sea un tiempo de descanso y diversión, los niños necesitan 

mantener sus cuerpos y mentes activos. Depende de cómo les haya ido a tus hijos en este curso, 

sería bueno platicar con sus maestros y revisar que necesitan reforzar durante el verano para 

que comiencen el próximo año escolar con el pie derecho.  

Una vez que sepas cuales son las dificultades de tus hijos, decide que actividades son las más 

adecuadas para ellos e incluye momentos durante el día para realizarlas. 

También en familia pueden escribir una lista de las actividades que les gustaría hacer en el verano, 

asegúrate de que todos participen. Algunas de estas actividades te servirán para incorporar momentos de 

estudio en algo divertido para tus niños.  

Estas son algunas de mis sugerencias: 

 Leer un libro juntos, pueden tomar turnos para leer, y al terminar cada capítulo pueden 

comentarlo. 

 Visitar la biblioteca y pedir prestados algunos libros y participar en las actividades que habrá 

durante el verano.  

 Ver un atardecer juntos. 

 Escribir cartas a familiares y amigos. 

 Visitar un museo.  

 Escribir un diario de las actividades de verano, si tus niños no saben escribir, pídeles que te dicten 

o que lo dibujen.  

 Cocinar la cena un día a la semana juntos. 

 Hacer un picnic en algún parque o en el jardín de la casa. 

 Y por supuesto no olvides aprovechar las actividades académicas y deportivas que nuestra Escuela 

nos ofrece.  

Les deseo unas vacaciones maravillosas de verano y que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre. 

Cecy Miranda 

            (OVER)  

   

 



VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: 

PERSEVERANCE!! 

 “Even to the death fight for truth, and the Lord your 

God will battle for you.” Sirach 4:28 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26  

 

 
 

 

--WE NEED REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white reams of 

copier paper, please bring it to the school office.  We are in need of paper for the 

rest of the month and for our summer needs.  Your donations help keep costs 

down. Again, thank you for helping our children!! 

A VARIETY OF SUMMER CAMPS ARE COMING YOUR WAY!  

INFORMATION HAS BEEN SENT HOME! 

ICCS ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS YEAR-ROUND FOR STAFF POSITIONS: 

Have you ever considered joining our faculty at Immaculate Conception Catholic School? We are looking for faith-filled 

individuals who are highly-qualified elementary teachers able to integrate our Catholic faith throughout the daily 

instruction in all curricular elements as is our tradition of academic excellence. If you feel this is the position for you, 

please e-mail a resume to eschad@runbox.com or call the school office at 940-381-1155 and schedule an interview. 

Light The Way Through Catholic Education!! 

***THINK ABOUT JOINING OUR SUBSTITUTE STAFF 

TEAM FOR 2018-2019! CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR 

DETAILS.***     (OVER) 

http://www.borowskis.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=eschad%40runbox.com


 JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR HOLY MASS!!  

IT’S A GREAT WAY TO START THE DAY! 

IMPORTANT NOTES:   

MASS AND FOOD DRIVE WILL BE ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

WHICH IS THURSDAY, MAY 24. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered 

academic environment designed to promote the total development of the child 

by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through the educational 

process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of 

Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in the formation of 

faith and family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to unite in a 

nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through academic 

formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to 

change and diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and 

dignity of each individual.  

IMPORTANT DATES:  

May 14-16: Eighth Grade Exams 

May 17:  Eighth Grade Promotion Ceremony  

May 18, 21, 22:  Sixth and Seventh Grade Exams 

May 22:  We will welcome four seminarians who will visit ICCS classrooms!! 

May 23:  Noon Dismissal…Field Day…NO EXTENDED DAY 

May 24:  Last Day of School….Mass at 8:15 a.m…..Awards Assembly…Noon 

Dismissal…NO EXTENDED DAY 

May 25:  Teacher Work Day….Snow Day if needed   (OVER) 



MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

REPORT CARDS:--Students in grades K-5 will receive their 

report cards on Thursday, May 24.  

--Upper School students in grades 6-8 may pick up their 

report cards beginning  

Thursday, May 31, during regular office hours. 

ALL TUITION, FEES, FINES, EXTENDED CHARGES, LUNCHABLE CHARGES, ETC., MUST BE PAID 

IN ORDER FOR THE FINAL REPORT CARD TO BE RELEASED.  THIS INCLUDES ALL LIBRARY 

BOOKS, TEXTBOOKS, ETC., WHICH MUST BE RETURNED.  PLEASE CHECK WITH MRS. WHITE IN 

THE BUSINESS OFFICE REGARDING ANY CHARGES.  PLEASE CHECK WITH MRS. BEVILACQUA IF 

YOU HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT A LIBRARY BOOK.  IF THERE ARE ANY EXTENUATING 

CIRCUMSTANCES REGARDING ANY OF THE ABOVE, PLEASE SCHEDULE A MEETING WITH 

MRS. SCHAD. 

***************************************************************** 

Extended Day billing cut off is May 18th. 

 Be prepared to pay with                                     

check or exact cash on                                           

May 21 & 22. 

No Extended Day on                                             

May 23 & May 24           (OVER) 



SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

Week of May 28-June 1 

The school office will be closed on Monday, May 28, for Memorial Day. The office will be 

open from 9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday of this week. 

Summer Hours Begin the week of June 4 & will run through July 31: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Summer Office Closings 

School Office will be closed the week  of July 2-July 6  

**Regular office hours will resume Wednesday, August 1, from 8 a.m. to 3:45  p.m. daily. 

Call the school office at 940-381-1155 for information or to leave a message. 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please  

contact the school office or e-mail  

iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure  

you have an updated email.       

Check us out on facebook!   

www.facebook.com   

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE 

THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM**  

RECYCLE NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR RECYCLE BIN IN THE 

PARKING LOT. 

 

 

               

             (OVER) 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/


OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 

KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

LAST QUARTER EARNINGS:  $470.79 

Please watch for important emails over the summer 

regarding dates and information for the 2018-2019 

academic year. 

Please update the school office if your email changes 

at iccsoffice@gmail.com  

or call 940-381-1155. 

If you have not had Safe Environment Training or your 

training has expired, summer time is a great time to 

take Keeping Children Safe or renew your training!  

Please contact St. Mark, Immaculate Conception or 

your parish for available dates. 

  ****ALL SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED 

TO HAVE SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING*** 
 

 

          (OVER) 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com


KEEP PURCHASING THOSE GIFT CARDS  

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER AT FACE 

VALUE WHILE HELPING OUR ICCS !!! 

NEED MORE INFORMATION?  

CONTACT THE OFFICE!! 

 

 

HAVE A BLESSED AND SAFE 

SUMMER VACATION!!!  
 

 

 

           (OVER) 


