
" We should be afraid instead that we 
are telling our children to make good 
choices in an environment where we 
are afraid to stand up for, and to point 

out to them, what is true, and good 
and beautiful and holy and worth 
striving for.”   Father Mitchel Zimmerman 

 
October 10, 2014 
Dear Parents,  

 Our nephew got married last weekend in Kansas, a wonderful time for us to BE family.  

Present….past…future…hopes…dreams…reality…what will the family be like as this newest married 

couple begin their journey together?  That question is central this week as bishops from throughout the world 
meet in Rome for the Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the Family: 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/tags/synod-on-the-family/ 

 
 There could be many reflections on our families of today, but we had the serendipitous honor of attending 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Topeka, Kansas, last Sunday.  A young and energetic Father Mitchel 

Zimmerman, pastor, told the congregation, that while our church teaches against superstition, he just thought he’d 

keep his beard a little longer so that the Kansas City Royals would win the playoff series (which they did!).  A 

techie, Father Zimmerman blogs and speaks with passion about how we need to reform the world one family at a 

time.  His message is powerful, and he hopes we’re all listening.    http://frmitchel.blogspot.com/ 

 

 “Now is the time to double down on the Church's teaching on sex, marriage, life and the family.  It is not 

the time for the Church to shy away from her challenging yet true and life-giving teachings, entrusted to her by 
Christ.  It is not the time for the Church to shy away from building the culture of life and love that is her privilege 

and duty to build with Christ.  It is not the time to water down out of fear that her teachings are out of date with 

modern morality, that they are unrealistic, or that they offend many and distance others from the Church.  We 

should be afraid instead that we are telling our children to make good choices in an environment where we are 
afraid to stand up for, and to point out to them, what is true, and good and beautiful and holy and worth striving for.  

Now is the time to double-down on the Church's teaching on sex, marriage, life and the family, for the sake of our 

society, for the sake of our future, and most especially, for the sake of our children.  It is time to double-down. 
 

 To give this homily on Respect Life Sunday in the Church is never easy.  Because to preach against 

abortion, artificial contraception, sex before marriage, artificial methods of producing children, and same-sex 

marriage is to preach against things that have personally affected all of us in this Church, to one degree or another.  
It is never my intent to judge anyone or their actions.  God's mercy is bigger than anything we can do to go away 

from his mercy.  Everyone in this Church, no matter what we have done, is loved radically by God, beginning at 

our weakest point.  Mercy is God's deepest attribute, and he wants to heal and strengthen us always, and is always 
ready to forgive and to help people move on and bear the fruit in their lives no matter what.  So I want everyone to 

feel loved, not judged, especially on Respect Life Sunday.  I willingly count myself as the greatest sinner in this 

Church, for I have failed in so many ways to be a good steward of the life that God has given me.  
 

 Yet it is not loving to fail to preach the truth on matters that affect the lives and happiness of so many.  It is 

never either to preach God's mercy or his truth.  It is always both.  There are some who say I should focus instead 

on war, violence, poverty, health care, immigration, or the death penalty instead, and certainly all of these issues 
touch on the fullness of life outside the womb.  In preaching about the more fundamental issues pertaining to life, it 

is never to the neglect of anything else.  Again, it is never either/or, but both/and.  The enormous amounts of food 

brought by Christ the King parishioners last month shows that you all know the importance of elevating and 
sustaining human life.  But until we get the fundamentals right regarding our witness to life, our support of life in 

other areas will always be incomplete and will limp. 

          -OVER- 
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 We can't shy away from focusing on abortion, contraception, and marriage because these are more 
personal.  Our defense and promotion of life must begin here, must be strongest here, because it is in these areas 

where life is threatened at its smallest, most vulnerable stage.  The strength of any country lies in how it supports its 

greatest resource, its children, and by this analysis, the United States is a cowardly country. We have discarded 50 

million of our children now, and have shied away from the obvious and fundamental truth that an unrepeatable 
human life begins at conception.  Your life started there and was protected beginning there.  So was mine.  If you 

do not say that every child has the same right to life that you had, and fail to stand up for that right, then you should 

lose your voice. 
 

 We have discarded our children because our society and Church have failed to produce courageous and 

sacrificial men who desire to become husbands and fathers.  We have done this because we fail to recognize the 
truth that children have a right to be conceived as much as possible within marriage, within the loving embrace of a 

man and woman who are promised to each other and their children for life.  We have failed to promote that children 

are safest, and do best, when they have a mom and a dad, and we welcome children into the world, or discard them, 

based on the will and convenience of adults, not based upon whether God wants to bring children into the world, or 
whether their are children wanting to be born.  We do this because we dilute the meaning of family to whatever 

adults change it to be.  So too we have diluted the meaning of marriage to whatever two adults want it to be, and so 

have not added to the definition, but subtracted from it,  We shy away from the truth that marriages do so much 
better when there is chastity before marriage and no artificial contraception, and assume instead that everyone is the 

exception to the rule.  It is is this confusion that we tell our kids to go out and make good choices, and to do 

whatever makes them happy.  We are preparing them for unhappiness, because we do not have the courage to form 
them anymore in what we once knew to be true.  

 

 We wonder why our vineyard is producing sour grapes.  We shouldn't, nor should we be surprised if the 

Lord takes the vineyard away from us, and gives it to others who will produce its fruit.  The Church teaches clearly 
that our bodies are not our private possessions, they are gifts from God, and we cannot ignore or kill the teachings 

of the Church, which are the key to fruitfulness and happiness and love.  None of us lives these teachings perfectly.  

Yet we must love and welcome them.  They are not to control us, but for our good!  Not all is lost, but woe to us if 
we shy away from the Church's beautiful and life-giving teachings, that strengthen our country, our society, our 

families, and most of all, are essential to the happiness of our children.  For the sake of our kids, now is not the time 

to shy away.  It is the time to double-down. Amen. “ 

 
 Thanks, Father Zimmerman for continuing to remind us that it’s not about us but about the precious little 

ones that God has placed in our hands.  May we continue to BE family in the fullest sense of the word.  Go Royals! 

 
In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

 

 

ICCS THEME OF THE YEAR: 

"All your children shall be taught by the 

Lord, and great shall be the peace of your 

children."  

 
Isaiah 54:13 

 

 

-OVER- 



DEAN’S DISPATCH 

Paul Cuttica  October 2014 

 

PLAY … RESPECT … IMPORTANT 

 

Did you ever see puppies chasing their tails, young birds swooping 

through the air, lion cubs rolling around on the ground together? 

Play is universal throughout the animal kingdom and an integral part 

of human growth and development. Animal research shows brain connections develop 

during periods of play and we can only assume the same is true of humans.  

 

 There are 3 kinds of play: playing with parents, independent play, and playing with 

other children. All three are equally important in development.  Playing teaches children 

HOW to get along with others, respect others, and accept defeat as well as winning. 

Respecting your opponent and following “rules” of the game teach children very valuable 

life lessons in social behavior. Games include: board games, sports, card games, creative 

play, etc. The concept of sportsmanship and fair play are developed at an early age.  

Children need to use their imagination and creativity in play situations (making sand 

castles, making a car garage or baby bed out of a shoebox, dressing up as a king, queen, 

superhero, or pretending a bike is a horse or motorcycle, etc.)  

 

 Parents need to observe their child’s play and help them understand social behaviors 

and how to form good relationships.  Model the behavior you want your child to learn. 

Give positive reinforcement for acceptable behaviors. Help your child learn to control their 

feelings and think of others. Show children how to cooperate by helping you do things 

(like cleaning up the living room). Children learn best by your example. 

 

 Our children need to learn the many lessons taught through play. Please play games 

as a family. Please turn off the TV/computer/i-pad/etc., for a designated time period and 

encourage your child to play creatively. You will help develop a well rounded, grounded, 

young person with social skills that last a lifetime! 

 

Go play! 

 

Virtue of the Month for October: 

Friendliness!! 

 

"A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds 
one finds a treasure."  

Sirach 6:14 

 

-OVER- 



 
 
 

 
 

  

THANK YOU!! To Father Tim and Father Khoi for blessing the animals.  Thank you to 

all of our clergy for their ministry to our school families.   
 

CHUCK-E-CHEESE FAMILY NIGHT WILL BE 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 !!! 

 
Address:  341 S Interstate 35 E, Denton, TX.  

 Let the cashier know that you are eating for ICCS 
from 3 p.m. to close and Our Lady’s School 

 receives part of the proceeds. 
 

Put these upcoming dates on your calendar!! 
 

NOVEMBER 19 
DECEMBER 10 
JANUARY 21 

FEBRUARY 25 
MARCH 25 

APRIL 22 
MAY 20 

 

THANK YOU!!!!  

We are extremely grateful to everyone who participated in the 

North Texas Giving Day!!  More than $15,000 was raised for 

technology enhancement and for financial assistance.  Because of 

this wonderful success with 100 PERCENT going to benefit Our 

Lady’s School, we will not have any pie or cookie sales this fall!!  

We are trying to be more limited with our fundraisers.  Look for 

the Catholic Life Raffle next where again 100 PERCENT of what 

is raised will benefit Our Lady’s School! 

 

-OVER- 



--THE ICCS SPIRIT SHOP IS OPEN ON SCHOOL DAYS MONDAY THROUGH 

FRIDAY FROM 7:45 TO 8:15 A.M. 
 

Other items of interest:  

 

--COME JOIN US EACH THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR OUR SCHOOL MASS!!! 
 

****HELP US HELP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS**** As part of our school-

wide service, THE LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH is a time when the children are 
asked to bring nonperishable food and toiletry items so we can help the 

community food banks and soup kitchens, which are always in need.  If you can, 

please send an item with your child on Thursday, October 30.   
Thanks for caring.*** 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE—OUR ANNUAL AUCTION IS 

 SATURDAY, MARCH 7, IN THE ICCS GYM!! 

SEE THE IMPORTANT INFORMATION IN THIS MONTH’S  

BROWN ENVELOPE!!!  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS!! 

 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES are scheduled for October 22 & 23.  Conferences are 

mandatory for grades K-8 and optional for Pre-K.  Please sign up outside your teacher’s classroom.  

Please note that Report Cards will be held for unpaid balances. 

 

BOX TOPS!!!!  Please send in all of the Box Tops you've been collecting so far or drop 

them off in the school atrium. Our contest has been a GREAT SUCCESS!!!   

Keep those Box Tops coming year-around!! 

 

**************VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAM IS COMING!!******* 

DO YOU HAVE ANY VETERANS MEMORABILIA OR KNOW ANY 

VETERANS?  

 

A special Mass will be celebrated at 8:15 a.m. on Tuesday, November 11, at ICC. A 

breakfast reception for our Veterans and guest will follow Mass along with a special 

presentation by the Knights of Columbus, ICCS 5
th

 grade, the Cherub Choir & 

Orchestra. Please join us as we salute our Nation's Veterans. 

 
 

-OVER- 
 

 



THE NORTH TEXAS INDEPENDENT LEAGUE (NTIL) 
ACADEMIC MEET IS COMING!!! 

 

We are excited to begin another wonderful year of academic events at 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School!!  These events provide great 
enrichment opportunities for our students plus the opportunity for our 

families to meet students and families from other schools.  Our first meet 

will be the NTIL Academic meet on Friday, December 5, at Sacred Heart 

Elementary and High School in Muenster.   
More information will be forthcoming.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School Interscholastic Association 

(PSIA) Spring Meet Date will be  
 

Saturday, February 28, 2015, here at ICCS. 

____________________________________________________ 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST TUESDAY, NOV. 25 

 

Our school community will enjoy a Turkey lunch during the regular lunch 
run 10:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. so we can have some great family fellowship 

as we head into the Thanksgiving holiday!  Order forms will be sent home 

the first week of November.  Please note that Chicken Strips will be served 

on Monday, November 24, so we may celebrate our Thanksgiving Feast on 

Tuesday, Nov. 25. 
 

*******HANDBOOK REMINDERS********* 

 

**Inclement Weather:  Log on to our school website or view local TV channels 

**Be sure all textbooks are covered. 

**Shorts and culottes may not be worn from November 1 through March 1.  

Uniform sweaters are required for Mass November 1 through March 1, and 
for school pictures. 

 

*****************REMINDER****************** 

Report Cards will be held for unpaid balances** 

No parking in the fire lanes at any time** 

 

***REMINDER ABOUT EMAIL*** 
 

A LOT OF CORRESPONDENCE GOES OUT OVER EMAIL THAT IS 

NOT SENT IN HARD COPY.  BE SURE THE OFFICE HAS YOUR 

EMAIL AND THAT YOU ARE RECEIVING EMAILS FROM THE 

SCHOOL! 
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**REMINDER** 

THE VOLUNTEER LOG FOR ONE-HALF OF REQUIRED VOLUNTEER 
HOURS IS DUE TO THE OFFICE BY DECEMBER 19 @ NOON. 

 
Earn volunteer hours buying Gift Cards. For every $100 worth of gift cards 

you buy, you earn 1 volunteer hour which is credited towards your total of 25 volunteer 

hours. Credit is accumulated; you need not buy $100 each time. Statements of credit 

earned will be available in the school office at the end of each semester for review, and 

reported to the volunteer hour coordinator. 

 

Gift cards help you budget your dollars for items you already buy, like 

groceries, gas, clothing, meals out, etc. Use it for Christmas, office purchases, birthdays, 

travel needs, etc. 

 

****WAL-MART GIFT CARDS IN STOCK****** 

 

GIFT CARD ORDERS ARE DUE AT 9 A.M. TUESDAY FOR FRIDAY 

DELIVERY!  *special order items could take longer  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

 

--Oct. 14: Glamourcraft Individual Photos—Dress Uniform 

 

--Oct. 15: 7
th

 Grade to Ft. Worth to participate in annual Nolan Catholic Vikathon 

 

--Oct. 17: Living Rosary 10 a.m. in front of the school. 

 

--Oct. 17: End of First Quarter 

--Oct. 20: Lady Knights Volleyball host Sacred Heart, Red, River, and Storm at  

  ICCS gym 

--Oct. 22: Chuck-E-Cheese Family Night!!! 

--Oct. 22: Noon Dismissal…Extended Care until 6 p.m….. Mandatory Parent-    

  Teacher Conferences 

--Oct. 23: Noon Dismissal…….Extended Care until 6 p.m…..… Mandatory Parent-

  Teacher  Conferences 

--Oct. 24: NO SCHOOL….University of Dallas Ministerium Conference in Irving 

 

--Oct. 25: Holyween Carnival noon to 4 p.m. in the gym!!! 

 

 -OVER- 



--Oct. 30: All Saints Day!  First Graders Dress as Saints at 

8:15 a.m. Mass…Dress Uniform….. 

**Monthly Food Drive for the Poor** 

 

--Oct. 30:    Pep Rally 2:15 p.m. in the gym 

--Oct. 30: Opening Round of the NTIL Volleyball Tournament in the ICCS Gym 

--Oct. 31: 6
th

 and 8
th

 grades participate in retreats on-site 

--Nov. 1:  Go Lady Knights—NTIL Volleyball Tournament in ICCS Gym All Day 

--Nov. 5: Home and School Association Executive Board Meeting 8 a.m. Library 

--Nov. 7: St. Jude Trike-a-thon!! 

--Nov. 7: Brown Envelope Goes Home! 

--Nov. 11: Veterans Day Recognition begins with 8:15 a.m. Mass…Dress Uniform 

--Nov. 12: ICCS Advisory Council meeting 7 p.m. in the Library  

 

COMING SOON!!! 

 

CATHOLIC LIFE INSURANCE 

SWEEPSTAKES! 

 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THE TICKETS WILL GO TO BENEFIT 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL! 

 

ICCS WILL RECEIVE 100 PERCENT OF THE RAFFLE SALES!!   

GREAT PRIZES!!!   

 

Drawing will be held January 30, 2015 at CLI Headquarters in San Antonio!! 

 
https://www.cliu.com/CommunityInvolvement/HelpingCatholicSchools/Pages/default.aspx 

 

 

 

BLESSINGS FROM ICCS! 
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https://www.cliu.com/CommunityInvolvement/HelpingCatholicSchools/Pages/default.aspx


SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP  
Immaculate Conception Catholic School  

Fundraising and Development Opportunities 

 
Help ICCS raise funds throughout the year. Your friends and family can 

help, too! Every little bit helps! 

- Box Tops for Education     

- Campbell's Soup labels 

- Gift Cards through can be purchased for more than 40 retail, restaurants, grocery, entertainment and 
gas establishments with a percentage going back to our school. Some of the cards include WalMart, 
Chili's, Starbucks, Exxon, Target, iTunes, Game Stop, Cinemark and more.   ORDER FORMS GO 
HOME MONTHLY IN BROWN ENVELOPE. SCRIP GIFT CARDS ARE SOLD IN THE SCHOOL 
OFFICE OR AFTER SUNDAY MORNING MASSES AT IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH.  Get 1 

volunteer hour for every $100 purchased. 

- Recycle your papers, catalogs, newspapers (drop in recycle bin in the north end of the parking lot). 

- Ink and toner cartridges, cell phones and digital cameras (drop off at school office). 

- Coupons/rewards card deals from Office Max, Office Depot and Staples (drop off at school office). 

- Spirit Shop sales: open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 

- Point Bank BuzzPoints – Have a Point Bank checking account and Buzz Points card?  Give your Buzz 

Points as a donation to ICC School.  

- Knights of Columbus spaghetti suppers and breakfasts that are designated for the school: look for 

dates and announcements during the school year.  

- Home & School Association and Athletic Booster Club fundraisers: support HSA events through the 
year. 

- Donations to any of the school's endowment funds that go to help with tuition assistance for qualifying 

families.  

- Donations accepted year-round for the “Touching Tomorrow Forever” building note fund.  

- Advertising opportunities are available in the gymnasium.  See the school office for information. 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming major fundraisers and watch your 

emails and brown envelopes for more information:  

 November 2014: Catholic Life Insurance Raffle Tickets: look for information to come.  

- March 7, 2015: Annual Auction:  LOOK FOR INFORMATION IN THIS BROWN ENVELOPE 
 

-OVER- 


