
“But of that day or hour no one knows, 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but the Father alone. Take heed, keep 

on the alert; for you do not know when the 

appointed time is.” (Mark 13:32-33) 

 

March 2, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,        

 

 My dad grew up in Scotland, Texas (pop. 477).  That’s right!  Scotland is just a stone’s throw from 

Windthorst! As we were growing up in the metropolis of Valley View, Texas (pop. 777), my dad would 

frequently tell the story of the priest in his childhood who constantly reminded his flock to, “Live today like it 

will be your last.”  

 Maybe that’s why I’ve never been worried about the end of the world since the main thing I guess I need 

to be concerned about is the end of MY world; that moment when the Four Last Things kick in for me, and I 

meet my Maker.  With the recent events in Florida and other parts of the country, it certainly moves those of us 

who devote our lives to the teaching of children to pause for thought as we reflect on the many ways our lives 

have been impacted by the actions of a few. 

 While our wonderful First Responders put their lives on the line 

daily for us, we now wonder if that’s what we are doing on a daily basis 

for these precious children.  The answer is yes, but it’s yes because we’ve 

always been doing that.  Teachers and staff put their lives on the line every 

day as they attempt to reach the very souls of these children, working in 

partnership with the parents to form them to be the servant leaders of 

tomorrow.  This isn’t trivial.  All of our lives depend on it.  Our society 

today has a big problem; lots of big problems; but the main problem is 

systemic.  We can dialog, battle, arm ourselves; but this won’t solve 

anything.  We have too many children and young people growing up 

without the nurturing of a loving home, without faith, and without purpose. 

“The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, 

but in finding something to live for.”  Dostoyevsky 

  

 Our staff has spent a LOT of time on safety this year.  We have a great plan in place and are continuing 

to refine it.  We have a wonderful parish staff that supports the safety of all who are on our campus.  Our Dads 

Club Knights Watch has been visible and active at our Mass and in our building.  But, when it’s all said and 

done, that priest in Windthorst got it right.  We need to simply “Be Not Afraid” as St. John Paul the Great 

reminded us constantly, and that includes preparing TODAY for a Holy Death.  How does one do that? Read 

this great article to get a start:  https://catholicexchange.com/10-ways-prepare-holy-death. 

 May this Lenten Journey remind us how fleeting life is and how important it is to be ready.  

 

     In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal                 (OVER) 

https://catholicexchange.com/10-ways-prepare-holy-death


DEAN’S DISPATCH 
Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students  

 

 JMJ 

   and smell the coffee… 

Lent is a perfect time for us to re-evaluate ourselves as parents, teachers, and grandparents. Recent current 

events make it even timelier. We all do our best to raise and guide our children into faith filled, responsible 

adults with integrity. However, we all need to reflect on our skills as stewards of the precious gifts God has 

given us. Here is a list of questions to help us contemplate our roles: 

 Are we role models of faith, integrity, and empathy? 

 Are we careful of what we say in ear shot of our children? They hear and repeat EVERYTHING! 

 Do we closely monitor what our children read, view, and play? Technology is wonderful as long as we 

control what developing minds see and hear. Some of the popular video games are extremely violent 

and show a lack of respect for human life. The same goes for some popular music lyrics. 

 Do we limit our children’s time using electronics? There are a multitude of studies that show how 

detrimental prolonged use of electronics can be. 

 Do we TALK to and LISTEN to our children? Conversation is a dying art but one needed for success in 

life and conflict resolution. 

 Do we spend quality time with our children praying, worshiping, and playing as a family? It is not the 

quantity of time we give our children, it’s the quality of the time we do spend with them. 

 Do we teach our children to be respectful and understanding of differences? Are we respectful and 

understanding of differences? 

 Do we teach our children respect for authority by example? Are we careful what we say about our 

bosses? 

 Do we teach our children to control their emotions? We all get angry or frustrated, but controlling our 

reactions needs to be taught. 

 Do we teach our children to accept responsibility for their belongings, the environment, and their 

actions? 

Hopefully these questions will give us a springboard to self-reflection. Our children are the future and we have 

a great responsibility to prepare them for life. A Christ centered home assures us the best chance for success. 

God bless you and guide you through this Lenten journey. Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 

             (OVER) 



Hola!!   
HOLA!!! 

El valor de la gratitud en los niños. 

La gratitud es un valor importante en la educación de nuestros hijos. Enseña a tus 

pequeños a dar las gracias con el ejemplo, si nuestros hijos nos ven expresando nuestro agradecimiento 

todo el tiempo, ellos también aprenderán a hacerlo fácilmente. 

Durante el día existen diferentes momentos en los que podemos practicar y enseñar el valor de la 

gratitud. 

A mi me gusta comenzar el día dando gracias a Dios por las bendiciones que Él nos da.  Enséñales a tus 

hijos a ser agradecidos. A dar las gracias no solo por cosas materiales como una casa, comida, 

ropa; sino también por el amor, la amistad, la familia, la fe y la esperanza.  

En la noche, platica con tus niños de las cosas buenas que sucedieron en el día y pregúntales cuál es el 

momento del día por el que más les gustaría agradecer.  

Nuestros hijos necesitan aprender a no quejarse por el juguete que no tienen, sino a disfrutar los que sí 

tienen, a no quejarse de ir a la Escuela, sino a agradecer la bendición de poder ir a la Escuela. Otra 

manera de ayudar a los niños a ser agradecidos por las cosas que tienen es ensenarles a que sean 

generosos con los menos afortunados. 

Y recuerda que podemos dar las gracias no solo con palabras, sino también con una sonrisa. 

Que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre. 

Cecy Miranda 

 

The value of gratitude in children. 

Gratitude is an important value in the education of our children. Teach your little ones to give thanks by 

example; if our children see us expressing our gratitude all the time, they will also learn to do it easily. 

There are different moments during the day in which we can practice and teach the value of gratitude. 

I like to start the day giving thanks to God for the blessings He grants us. Teach your children to be 

grateful. To give thanks not only for material things like a house, food, clothes; but also, for love, 

friendship, family, faith and hope. 

At night, talk with your children about the good things that happened during the day and ask them what 

time of the day is the one they would most like to thank. 

Our children need to learn not to complain about the toys they do not have, but to enjoy what they do 

have; not to complain about going to school, but to be grateful for the blessing of being able to go to 

school. Another way to help children be grateful for the things they have is to teach them to be 

generous with the less fortunate. 

And remember that we can give thanks not only with words, but also with a smile. 

Blessings, 

Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in Georgia) (OVER) 



MARCH VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: 

JUSTICE 

“You are just, O Lord, and your ordinance is right. You have 

pronounced your decrees in justice and in perfect faithfulness.” 

Psalm 119:131-138 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26  

JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY AT 8:15 A.M. FOR HOLY MASS!!  

IT’S A GREAT WAY TO START THE DAY! 

NEWS YOU CAN USE! 

-- Per handbook, shorts and skorts may be worn beginning March 2; 

however, students are discouraged from wearing shorts when the 

temperature drops below 60 degrees.  Shorts and skorts should be no 

more than two inches above the knee; socks must be more than 2 

inches above the ankle. Shorts, skorts, and skirts may not be rolled at 

the waist or cuffs.  Please be sure to allow for growth spurts, as this will 

not be an excuse for being out of dress code. 
 

A VARIETY OF SUMMER CAMPS ARE COMING YOUR WAY!  

LOOK FOR AN INFORMATIONAL E-MAIL SOON! 

March 9:  Report Cards Go Home 

**BE SURE THAT ALL FEES ARE PAID OR REPORT CARDS WILL BE 

HELD. PLEASE CHECK WITH MRS. WHITE IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS. 

 

        (OVER) 



WE HAVE A LOT OF VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP!!! 

BE SURE YOUR SAFE ENVIRONMENT IS 

CURRENT!!! QUESTIONS?  CONTACT THE 

SCHOOL OR PARISH OFFICE!!! 

SAVE THE 

DATE!!! 
Trips, hotels, silent auction items and so much more  

will be up for grabs at this year’s auction!! 

 

The 24th Annual Immaculate 

Conception Catholic School Auction is 

Saturday, April 14, 6 p.m. in the Gym!! 
 

OUR LARGES FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

IN THE DENTON AREA! 

*** See the inserts in this brown envelope to purchase reservations*** 

 

 

         (OVER) 



FRIDAY, MARCH 9 

JOIN US AS WE USHER IN SPRING BREAK! 

1 p.m. STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN CHURCH 

1:45 P.M. ANNUAL STUDENT-ALUMNI-PARENT-STAFF 

BASKETBALL GAME!!  ICCS GYM!!  

__________________________________   

SPRING BREAK IS MARCH 12-16; 

CLASSES RESUME 8 a.m. on              

MONDAY, MARCH 19.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Private School 

Interscholastic Association (PSIA)  

Spring Meet Date will be: 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018, here at ICCS. 
(THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL THAT DAY) 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE CONCESSION STAND AND                   

HALL MONITORING! 

Need volunteer hours?  We are in need of volunteers to work the concession 

stand during the PSIA 1A and 2A academic meets on Friday, March 23th and 

Saturday, March 24th.  Sign up for an hour shift or more! 

  Contact Kristy Hawley at jkhrhawley@yahoo.com if you can help. 

         (OVER) 

mailto:jkhrhawley@yahoo.com


“LITTLE KNIGHTS” PRESCHOOL AND 

KINDERGARTEN PREVIEW DAYS!! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6 &  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 

8:30 TO 10 A.M. (COME AND GO) 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS! HELP US SPREAD THE WORD  

ABOUT OUR WONDERFUL PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN!   

INCLEMENT WEATHER REMINDERS:  Please note the procedure for inclement weather in our handbook.  An e-

mail will be sent to families on our e-mail list.  If you are not receiving weekly e-mails from the school, contact the school 

office to update your e-mail.  In addition, check the local television stations no later than 7 a.m. for closing information or 

log on to the school website: www.catholicschooldenton.org (Click on the Parent Link and go down to Inclement Weather 

to find NIXLE on the website). 

  BE SURE TO GO TO THE SCHOOL WEBSITE TO SIGN UP FOR NIXLE TO GET TEXT MESSAGE ALERTS!!  

 

SIGN UP FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER TEXT MESSAGES              
THROUGH NIXLE 

Sign up today to receive real-time information via text messaging and email 

about what is happening at ICCS including events, school closures, 

emergencies and other pertinent information. Simply text the keyword ICCS 

to the number 888777 from your cell phone. This will allow you to join the 

group. Depending on your plan/carrier, texting charges may apply. 

Please contact Kristy Hawley at iccsoffice@gmail.com with any questions. 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please 

contact the school office or e-mail 

iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure 

you have an updated email.      

Check us out on facebook!  

www.facebook.com   

       (OVER) 

http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/


REMINDERS! 

****REMINDER TO PLEASE PAY ANY OUTSTANDING ACCOUNT BALANCES:  Please check with Bookkeeper Mrs. Diane 

White if you have questions. 

****REMINDER TO CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9 A.M. IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT:  Please see handbook: "If for 

any reason a student will not be in attendance at school, the parent is required to call the school office (940)381-1155 by 

9:00 a.m. to report the absence." A short phone call saves the office a lot of time from having to contact parents.  Thank 

you!! 

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, WE CAN USE 

THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” BATTERIES, WE CAN USE THEM**  

RECYCLE NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR RECYCLE BIN IN THE 

PARKING LOT. 

 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR 

KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO:  

www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

ICCS Code:  80371 

(117 households) who shopped at Kroger between 8-27-2017 and 11-26-2017:  $398.55 

ICCS ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS YEAR-ROUND FOR STAFF POSITIONS: 

Have you ever considered joining our faculty at Immaculate Conception Catholic School? We are looking for faith-filled 

individuals who are highly-qualified elementary teachers able to integrate our Catholic faith throughout the daily 

instruction in all curricular elements as is our tradition of academic excellence. If you feel this is the position for you, 

please e-mail a resume to eschad@runbox.com or call the school office at 940-381-1155 and schedule an interview. 

Light The Way Through Catholic Education!! 

THINK ABOUT JOINING OUR SUBSTITUTE STAFF TEAM FOR 2018-2019! 

Substitutes are an important part of our operation at Immaculate Conception Catholic School. In order to be 

considered as a substitute teacher for all grade levels preK through 8, teacher aides, or extended care substitutes, the 

person must take the Diocesan Safe Environment Course. Experienced teachers are preferred. Please call the school 

office at 940-381-1155 for more information.  

             (OVER) 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://www.borowskis.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=eschad%40runbox.com


MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic environment designed 

to promote the total development of the child by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through 

the educational process.  This is accomplished by joining in community as a ministry of Immaculate 

Conception and St. Mark parishes to educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a quality 

academic foundation; to unite in a nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through 

academic formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to change and 

diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and dignity of each individual.    

IMPORTANT DATES:  

March 2:  End of Third Quarter  

March 2:  Brown Envelope Goes Home 

March 3:  Area 2 One Act Play Competition at the Oakridge School in Arlington 

March 5:  First Track Meet of the Year at Boyd 

March 6:  T-Shirt Tuesday for those who purchased 

March 7:  ICCS Advisory Council Meeting 7 p.m. in the library 

March 9:  Report Cards go home. 

March 9:  Stations of the Cross at 1 p.m.  

March 9: Student, Parent, Staff , Alumni Basketball Game at 1:45 p.m. 

March 12-16:  Spring Break….NO SCHOOL 

March 19:  Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

March 19:  Track Meet At Ponder 

March 22:  We welcome Bishop Olson!  Mass at 8:15 a.m. 

March 23:  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PSIA ACADEMIC MEET.  MORE INFORMATION TO COME.  

March 26:  Track Meet at Muenster 

March 28:  Glamourcraft Spring Photos (more information to come) 

March 29: Holy Thursday….Living Stations at 10:30 a.m…..NOON DISMISSAL…. 

March 30:  Good Friday…NO SCHOOL        (OVER) 



April 1:  HE IS RISEN!!!  EASTER SUNDAY!!! 

April 2:  Easter Monday….NO SCHOOL (Snow Day if Needed) 

April 3:  Classes resume at 8 a.m. 

April 3: Auction T-shirt Tuesday for those who purchased 

April 6:  Brown Envelope goes home 

April 11:  School Advisory Council Meeting at 7 p.m….Visitors Welcome!! 

April 13:  NOON DISMISSAL….AUCTION SETUP…. 

April 14:  AUCTION!!!!!  BEGINS AT 6 P.M. IN THE ICCS GYM 

April 27:  SAVE THE DATE!  GRANDPARENTS AND FRIENDS DAY…MASS AT 8:15 A.M…IN & 

OUT BURGER LUNCH…STUDENT PERFORMANCES…AND MUCH MORE! 

NURSE’S STATION AND OFFICE WISH LIST: 

-TISSUE BOXES 

-ZIPLOCK BAGS (GALLON AND SNACK SIZE) 

-BANDAIDS 

-PAPER TOWELS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!! 

 

ARE YOU RECEIVING WEEKLY EMAILS?  IF NOT, PLEASE NOTIFY THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE AT 940-381-1155 X 0. 

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS, FAMILIES AND 

STAFF…PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY ON CAMPUS!                                           
NO CELL PHONES PLEASE!  

 

BLESSINGS FROM OUR LADY’S SCHOOL!     (OVER) 


