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ICCS Theme of the Year: 
 

"Do not be afraid of holiness. It will 
take away none of your energy, 

vitality, or joy," 
      Pope Francis 

__________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH FOR AUGUST: 

Constant Mental Prayer 
 

"But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart." 
            Luke 2:19 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
July 13, 2018 

       Dear Parents,  
  

 Welcome to this new school year of Grace and Growth at Our Lady’s School!!  We hope 

your summer has been a time of renewal of body, mind, and spirit.  We welcome all of our 

wonderful families and our staff, especially our new families and staff members.  We are excited 

to begin another school year where we have the unique honor to assist you in your role of primary 

educators of your children in their religious, academic, social, physical, and creative development 

so they can grow to know, love, and serve God in this world and be the best they can be. 

  

 We are EXTREMELY EXCITED to present the year-long theme dedicated to holiness!   Pope Francis continues 

to lead the way in his newest exhortation called Gaudete Et Exsultate  (“Rejoice and Be Glad”) .  We love the way our 

newest list of Virtues of the Month will layer in quite nicely to our holiness theme:   

 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/imitating-marys-10-amazing-virtues/ 

 

 Our Holy Father, and a lot of other very holy people from the past and present, tell us that holiness isn’t about 

being nice…it’s about being intentional.  While summers for school folks have a lot of positives, one of the most 

treasured for this grandma is my ability to simply sit on my porch on our little farm before the sun rises and see the 

beauty of God’s creation.  The bunnies pop up their noses (and try to snag another bite of my cabbage!).  The 

hummingbird comes within a few feet of me and then goes over and feeds from the feeder we’ve provided on our 

porch.  The cattle mosey over for their morning drink in the pond, and the sounds of the summer insects are prominent 

in the silence just before the busy dawn.  It’s truly a treasured opportunity to say my prayers and begin my day in the 

right frame of mind.   

 

This article about Blessed John Henry Newman really pinpoints how simple and yet how difficult it is to be holy. 

Newman says in his Meditations and Devotions, 

“He, then, is perfect, who does the work of the day perfectly, and we need not go beyond this to seek for perfection. 

You need not go out of the round of the day. I insist on this because I think it will simplify our views, and fix our 

exertions on a definite aim. If you ask me what you are to do in order to be perfect, I say, first— 

Do not lie in bed beyond the due time of rising; 

give your first thoughts to God; 

make a good visit to the Blessed Sacrament; 

say the Angelus devoutly; 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/imitating-marys-10-amazing-virtues/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/2014/02/21/newman-and-the-idea-of-sanctity/
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eat and drink to God’s glory; 

say the Rosary well; 

be recollected; keep out bad thoughts; 

make your evening meditation well; 

examine yourself daily; 

go to bed in good time.” 

 

 While every year is for Our Lady’s School, 2018-2019 will be the year we prepare for the renewal of our state 

accreditation set for the first week of March 2019.  This is the year when a team of educators, appointed by the Texas 

Catholic Conference of Bishops Education Department (TCCB-ED), will spend four days visiting the Immaculate 

Conception Catholic School campus. The team will review all curriculum documents, personnel folders, and student 

records. The team will observe classes and procedures throughout the school days. The team will conduct interviews 

with students, parents, parish and school staff members, administrators, advisory council members and Home and 

School Association officers. The team will inspect facilities and review budget documents.  We look forward to 

welcoming the team as we are so very excited to share the GOOD NEWS of Our Lady’s School!  For more 

information on this process, which validates our state accreditation as recognized by the Texas Education Agency, see 

this link:     https://txcatholic.org/education-department/ 

 

 THANK YOU for partnering with us as we lead these children in their journey of faith formation.  It is the vision 

of Our Lady’s School that these children will be our hope for a bright future.  They can do this by shining their light, 

but we need strong families with a strong vision of how to light the way.  We, as teachers and staff, are constantly 

focusing on BEST PRACTICES—those strategies that will result in a strong student who will become a person of 

faith as they embrace the tools to make a difference in the world. 
 

 There are many reasons why we choose Catholic schools for our children in spite of the great sacrifices we make 

to do so.  When it’s all said and done, there’s only one reason—we all want to learn how to get to heaven and bring as 

many people with us as we can!  The national theme is “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” This theme 

encompasses the values that can be found in Catholic schools across the country. Not only are we teaching students to 

become future servant leaders, faith-filled disciples and enriched citizens in our communities, we, as educators, are 

growing with them. In Catholic schools, we are all learners, servants, and leaders. These shared qualities are what 

make Catholic schools work. They are what make Catholic schools succeed.  Our mission is clear: 
 

“Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic environment designed 

to promote the total development of the child by serving the mission of the Roman Catholic Church through the 

educational process.” 
 
So let’s dedicate ourselves to beginning each day with a dose of holiness and let’s begin this new school year! 

https://www.spiritualdirection.com/2015/11/05/how-to-start-your-day-in-holiness.  We begin with renewed dedication 

and fresh energy as we draw upon the centrality of the Eucharist to offer our best.  Have a safe and blessed remainder 

of summer.  See you soon! 
 

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal 

Dean’s Dispatch 
 

Prepare for a Holy, Happy,  

Successful School Year! 
 

 Holiness is the state of being holy, defined as; “dedicated or devoted to the 

service of God, the church, or religion. Synonyms: saintly, Godly, pious, devout.” 

As Catholics we all strive for the state of holiness. We want to instill in our 

children a thirst for holiness as well. Parents, as primary educators, have the greatest responsibility in the faith 

formation of their children. How fortunate we are to have Our Lady’s School to assist you in this daunting 

https://txcatholic.org/education-department/
https://www.spiritualdirection.com/2015/11/05/how-to-start-your-day-in-holiness
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responsibility. God is the center of all we do here at ICCS and our Catholic identity permeates the classrooms, 

hallways, office, and atmosphere of our beautiful school.  

 The staff realizes the sacrifices parents make to send their children to a Catholic School. We appreciate 

your efforts and so do your children. You will never regret giving your child the advantage of a Catholic 

education. From our Catholic Schools come the leaders of tomorrow, grounded in faith as well as academically 

prepared for the challenges of life.  

 As we prepare for the new academic year, let us take time to reflect on ways to prepare our children for 

a rigorous curriculum based on faith. First and foremost is enhancing our family prayer life. Are we thanking 

God for our food, our many blessings, for the opportunity to attend ICCS? Do we say the Rosary, or at least a 

decade now and then as a family? A healthy family prayer life sets the foundation and example of a Catholic 

life. 

 Hopefully we are encouraging some academics as part of the summer routine. Children need to keep 

sharp and on target. Family reading time, board games, some IXLMath time each day sets a routine for success. 

Put down the electronics and talk, discuss, and create! We need to limit time on electronics for all age levels and 

monitor the time allowed using the various electronic devices. They certainly serve a purpose, but have become 

an obsession with some children and adults. For your child’s sake, please control the use of electronics! 

REMINDER:  The upper grade students (6-8) have summer assignments to complete in Language 

Arts/Literature and IXL Math before the August 15
th

 start of school. 

 The staff of Immaculate Conception Catholic School is busy preparing for another year. We look 

forward to serving you in the education and development of your child. Know that as a staff, we pray for our 

parents and students daily. It is a ministry and a blessing to work in a Catholic School and we all take our 

positions seriously. We pray for all of you as the school year approaches and ask that you pray for us as well. 

May God send the Holy Spirit to enlighten us and guide us to help each child become all they are capable of 

being. 

 As Dean of Students, I am here to serve the students and families of Our Lady’s School Please feel free 

to contact me at any time with questions or concerns.  God bless us all as we begin the 2018-2019 School Year! 

 

God bless you all, 
Paul D. Cuttica, Dean of Students 

 

Hola!!   
Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in 

Georgia)   
Queridos padres de familia,  

 

Espero que estén disfrutando las vacaciones de verano. No sé si todos nos volvemos más 

flexibles con los horarios para poder disfrutar al máximo de los meses de vacaciones, pero es muy importante 

seguir una rutina para que cuando comience el nuevo año escolar no se les dificulte a nuestros hijos.  

 Cuando los niños están en la escuela, siguen un horario para levantarse, desayunar, irse a la escuela; 

regresan a casa, y saben la hora de hacer las tareas, la cena, el baño. Pero si las vacaciones de verano llegan y no 

hay una rutina diaria, cuando regresemos a clases será mucho más difícil volver a nuestras actividades de antes.  

Por eso es muy importante que se establezca una, sin olvidar dedicarle tiempo a la lectura y algunas actividades 

que ayuden a reforzar lo aprendido en la escuela, y por qué no, también a la diversión. Esto no quiere decir que 

nos tenemos que levantar temprano todos los días o irnos a dormir antes de lo acostumbrado, recuerda ser 

flexible. 

 No olvides que los niños necesitan ayudar en las tareas de la casa. Aprovecha el verano para ensenarles 

nuevas actividades, como doblar ropa, lavar trastes, tender camas.  
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Y recuerda retomar las costumbres de un horario escolar algunos días antes del primer día de clases, levantarse, 

desayunar y acostarse temprano, revisar que tengan todos los útiles y uniformes listos y sobre todo la mejor 

actitud para comenzar un nuevo año escolar.  

Que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre! 

Cecy Miranda 
 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!!! 

 

MAKE SURE YOU ARE DOING YOUR IXL MATH! 

GRADES 5-8: BE SURE YOU ARE DOING YOUR REQUIRED  

IXL MATH AND READING! 

ALL GRADE LEVELS:  KEEP READING! 

 

IMPORTANT:  ALL IMMUNIZATIONS MUST BE UP TO DATE IN ORDER FOR A CHILD 

TO ATTEND SCHOOL ON THE FIRST DAY WITH PROOF SUBMITTED TO THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE PER DIOCESAN AND STATE OF TEXAS HEALTH POLICIES.  

 
-LAST MINUTE PAPERWORK MUST BE ON FILE WITH OUR SCHOOL OFFICE:                                                                   

Please make sure you have all immunizations up to date, birth certificates on file, and any other paperwork as required by 

the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION. 
 

Virtue of the Month:  Constant Mental Prayer!! 
 In addition to our central theme of the year, Our Lady’s School is proud to feature a Virtue of the Month.  Our 

staff members focus on this virtue throughout the month, and we ask you, as partners, to reinforce each virtue within 

your family.  August’s virtue of  CONSTANT MENTAL PRAYER reminds us that we must be INTENTIONAL in 

our approach to prayer in order to respond in holiness as Christ calls us to do.  
 

FOLLOW IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL ON FACEBOOK!!! 

 

ICCS has an active Facebook site 

which will be updated throughout 

the school year. It is  listed as 

(Official) so you will know it is the 

official site of the school.  Become a 

fan of Our Lady’s School on Facebook!!!  Log on to the 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School and Facebook site and click “Like”!! In 

addition, the area parishes served by the school have active Facebook sites, so be sure to 

keep up with your parish as well! 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW AND RETURNING FACULTY!  We enthusiastically 

welcome our new and returning staff members who put their hearts and hands into 

this mission of Immaculate Conception Catholic School.  Please join us at all of our 

Masses and special prayer services throughout the year!!  We are thrilled to have so 

many of our veteran staff members returning to bring their expertise and love to the 

children. 
 

IMPORTANT!!!  BE SURE TO HAVE A CURRENT EMAIL ON 

FILE WITH THE SCHOOL OFFICE!                                      

INFORMATION IS EMAILED DAILY/WEEKLY.                              

PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY THE SCHOOL OFFICE IF YOU 

ARE NOT RECEIVING EMAILS!                                                          

EMAILS ARE THE BEST WAY TO STAY INFORMED!   

 

             

THE SCHOOL OFFICE WILL BE OPEN 9 A.M. TO 2 P.M.  

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS THROUGH JULY. 

 

DAILY OFFICE HOURS BEGIN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1,  

FROM 8 A.M. TO 3:45 P.M. 
 

(**Statements will be e-mailed.  Please contact the school office if you have questions.**) 

 

SCHOOL BEGINS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, AT 8 A.M.!!  DOORS OPEN  

AT 7:45 A.M….NOON DISMISSAL…NO EXTENDED CARE… 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, WILL BE THE FIRST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL. 

MORNING EXTENDED CARE WILL BE OFFERED AT 7 A.M.  AND FROM 3:20 

TO 6 P.M. DAILY FOR THOSE WHO ARE REGISTERED FOR EXTENDED CARE.   

 

 

VISIT OUR SPIRIT SHOP  
PRE-SCHOOL UNIFORMS…POLOS…SPIRIT SHIRTS…P. E. UNIFORMS…MORE!!!! 
 

 Wednesday, August 8     10:30  a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 Thursday, August 9  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 Friday, August 10  10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

  

**NOTE:  ALL PRE-K AND P. E. ITEMS MUST BE PURCHASED FROM THE SPIRIT SHOP** 

**SUPPORT THE SPIRIT SHOP!!!  ALL PROFITS BENEFIT OUR LADY’S SCHOOL*** 

 

***REMINDER:  YOU MAY PURCHASE SCHOOL SUPPLIES ONLINE 

AND HAVE THEM SHIPPED DIRECTLY TO THE SCHOOL!  VISIT 

OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.CATHOLICSCHOOLDENTON.ORG.*** 
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Volleyball practice begins for our Upper School girls’ program under the direction of Athletic Coordinator 

Kristina Briones and Coach Andres Rocha.  *PRACTICES will begin the week before school starts: * 

Monday, August 6th thru Thursday, August 9th: *1:00-3:00 PM * 

Friday, August 11: *No Practice * 

Monday, August 13th: *10 AM-12 PM* 

 

 $75 Sports Fee Is Due!!  Upper School students participating in sports must have a completed 

physical DATED JUNE 1 OR AFTER before they will be allowed to begin practice.  We have a full 

slate of games scheduled.  The sports calendar will be posted on the school website. IF YOU DID NOT 

RECEIVE AN EMAIL AND WOULD LIKE TO PLAY VOLLEYBALL, CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE! 
 

--SUPPLY LIST:  REAMS OF PAPER:  To keep our copying costs down, we are requesting that each student bring two reams 

of white copy paper and one ream of colored paper.  Please consider doing this anytime during the year to help the school save 

money!!  Classroom teachers will issue additional supply lists for generic items such as tissues, paper, etc., as needed throughout 

the year. Thanks! 
 
--WISH LISTS: Teacher wish lists will be posted outside classrooms. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SCHOOL UNIFORMS:  There are some used uniforms available at the school for purchase during office hours, parent 

orientation sessions, and during Meet-the-Teacher Night on Aug. 9. Please pay with cash or check only! 

 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL SHOE REQUIREMENTS FOR 2018-2019: We continue to be 

sensitive to the economy and helping to keep down costs.  The shoe requirements for 2018-2019 are the same as last year. Shoes 

must be non-marking and preferably tennis shoe (REQUIRED FOR P.E.).  Shoes must be ALL BLACK OR ALL WHITE 

ONLY.  Please call the office with any questions.  Preschool: Please refer to the  preschool handbook online regarding Preschool 

uniforms. NOTE ABOUT UPPER SCHOOL SWEATERS: Again, being sensitive to the economy, students in grades 6-8 may 

wear either their lower school sweater or the Upper School Varsity sweater for 2018-2019.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

--LUNCHES:  Hot Lunch, catered by Las Lomas Taqueria  (http://famcarlos.wix.com/las-lomas-taqueria), will be offered 

Monday-Friday for the month of August, beginning Thursday, August 16
th

 for those who purchase.  Tuesday chicken strip lunch 

and Thursday pizza lunch will be offered beginning September. Menus will be in the Brown Envelope coming home Friday, 

August 17
th

.   Please contact the school office if you have any questions. 

 

--EXTENDED CARE: ICCS offers extended care from 7 to 7:45 a.m. and from 3:20 to 6 p.m. for registered students. 

Registration forms are in this mailing. **Children in morning Extended Day must be brought into the building and signed in 

by a parent.** 
 

--SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT SCHOOL MASS DAYS:  Unless there are special exceptions such as Holy Days, Ash 

Wednesday, etc., the school community will go to Mass every Thursday at 8:15 a.m.  STUDENTS SHOULD ALWAYS 

WEAR DRESS UNIFORM FOR SCHOOL MASS.  (See handbook for dress requirements)!!!   

 

--STRING ENRICHMENT CLASSES: We are once again thrilled to offer 

stringed orchestra classes to students in grades 4-8. This is an additional charge. 

We will be emailing information. Please contact the school office if you would 

like more information.  
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
**WELCOME BACK FAMILY PICNIC** 

(SPONSORED BY HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION) 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

FROM 6 TO 8 P.M. ON THE WEST PLAYGROUND OF THE SCHOOL 

(IN THE GYM IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER) 
 

http://famcarlos.wix.com/las-lomas-taqueria
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

--AUGUST 7-15:  ICCS Staff In-Service and Workdays.  FOOD FOR IN-SERVICE:  Our hard-working staff members will be 

in professional training and will be getting their rooms prepared for the arrival of the children.  If you’d like to provide breakfast 

snacks, a light lunch such as sub sandwiches, or desserts on one of those days, call the school office at 940-381-1155 or e-mail 

iccsoffice@gmail.com  and let us know what you can do to help.  This would count for volunteer hours.  Thanks!  NOTE:  ALL 

VOLUNTEERS MUST BE CERTIFIED AND CURRENT IN KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE. 
 
--WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, IS OUR NEW FAMILY WELCOME, PRE-SCHOOL, AND KINDERGARTEN 

ORIENTATION!!  Our Home and School Association (HSA), our parent association in which all families are automatic 

members, is hosting an orientation for our new families from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Enter through the gym.  Pre-School Orientation 

will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Kindergarten Orientation will begin at 10 a.m.  We hope to answer any questions our new families may 

have about everything from our Early Childhood Program to how to purchase used uniforms. Breakfast snacks will be provided.  

Welcome!    

 

--THURSDAY, AUGUST 9:  MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT:  This COME AND GO session will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 

p.m.  Please come through the gym entrance.  Light refreshments will be available in the gym. Bring your school supplies!  

 

--FRIDAY, AUGUST 10: UPPER SCHOOL PARENT-STUDENT ORIENTATION AND REGISTRATION AND PLAY 

LIKE A CHAMPION TRAINING:   9 to 10:30  in the gym and Upper School Rooms for students in grades 6-8. There will be 

a general information session beginning at 9 a.m. in the gym.  You are invited to attend the 8:15 a.m. Mass in the chapel!!  Upper 

School teachers will be available to answer parent questions.  Students will have a chance to meet their teachers, sign up for 

classes, pick up their books, be assigned lockers, and ask questions. At least one parent is encouraged to be in attendance if 

possible.   

 

FRIDAY--10 a.m. to 11 a.m.—IMPORTANT—MANDATORY PLAY LIKE A CHAMPION TRAINING—The Diocese of 

Fort Worth requires that at least one parent of Upper School students receive Play Like a Champion Training every three years in 

order for their child to participate in athletics.  Athletic Director Kristina Briones was certified as a trainer this summer at the 

University of Notre Dame.  If you have a child who intends to participate in volleyball, basketball, or track this year and have not 

had this training, this is your time to be trained.  Please contact the office if you have questions. 

 

--WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15: First day of school.  Doors open at 7:45 a.m.  DRESS UNIFORM…MASS FOR THE FEAST 

OF THE ASSUMPTION AT 8:15 A.M. IN THE CHURCH.  Holy Day of Obligation. THIS WILL BE A NOON DISMISSAL. 

No Extended Care on this day.   There will be a Teacher Inservice in the afternoon. 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16: Full Day of School Doors open at 7:45 a.m. Dismissal is at 3:05 p.m. Extended Care will be 

offered. Morning and Afternoon Extended Day will be available beginning on this day from 7 to 7:45 a.m. and from 3:20 to 6 

p.m.  If you will be using Extended Day services, you must be registered for Extended.  Form is included in this mailing. 

 

--FRIDAY, AUGUST 17:  First Brown Envelope goes home with the students.  Our Brown Envelope is the official 

communication vehicle for our school and goes home on a monthly basis. 

 

--SATURDAY, AUGUST 18:  ICCS Advisory Council will begin the new school year with its annual retreat meeting. 

 

-- WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22: Parent-Teacher Meetings 7:30-8:30 p.m. for grades Kindergarten through Fifth grades. This is 

for parents only. A meeting in the gym will be held followed by parents going to classrooms where teachers will answer 

questions.  

 

--THURSDAY, AUGUST 23: Parent-Teacher Meetings 7:30-8:30 p.m. for grades 6-8. We will be following a similar format as 

the Wednesday meeting with a general meeting in the gym.  Parents only please.  More information to come. 

 
 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE OFTEN FOR THE LATEST!!  Please log on to: 

www.catholicschooldenton.org for the detailed calendar, weekly emails, and more! 

BLESSINGS FROM ICCS! 

mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.catholicschooldenton.org/

