
JMJ 

Summer Projects (6th- 8th) for Immaculate Conception Catholic School 

Due:  Friday, August 16, 2019 

Objectives:  
*  improve reading level capabilities 
*  develop critical thinking and synthesis skills 
*  make personal connections through creative interpretation of literature 

 
The standard format for book reports in upper school is as follows: 

One-inch margins all around (top, bottom, left, right) 
Arial 12 point font size, double spaced lines, indent the first line of each new paragraph .5” 
First line:  center JMJ heading (Jesus Mary Joseph) 
Second line:  student’s full name (flush left) and date (flush right) 
Everything is written In Clear Complete Sentences (ICCS) 

 
You will read two books over the summer and complete one book report and one project.  Follow the 
book report guidelines under the mandated reading list for your grade level.  Choose a second book 
from the optional reading list and complete one project. 
 
6th Grade Mandated Reading: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
                                                                                                    or 
                                                                        Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
 
6th Grade Pick-A-Project Reading Choices: One-Handed Catch by Mary Jane Auch 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi 
Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine 
Any Vision Saint Book published by Ignatius Press 
 

 

 
7th Grade Mandated Reading:  Call of the Wild by Jack London 
 
7th Grade Pick-A-Project Reading Choices: The Crazy Man by Pamela Porter 

A Friend at Midnight by Caroline B. Cooney 
Lucy Unstrung by Carole Lazar 
Bystander by James Preller 
Carlos is Gonna Get It by Kevin Emerson 

 

 
8th Grade Mandated Reading: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 
8th Grade Pick-A-Project Reading Choices: Four Seasons by Jane Breskin Zalben 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 



Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
The Freedom Writers Diary by Erin Gruwell 
Do the Math:  Secrets, Lies, and Algebra by Wendy Lichtman 

 
 
 

6th Grade Rubric for Book Report 
 

Title and Author: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls  or Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Adventure 

 

Characters: Who is the main character?  Give his/her complete name, and then find TWO sentences 

from the book that describe him/her.  You can use dialogue (something said), physical 

description ( looks), or  deeds (what character  does).  Put the information in quotation 

marks (“like this”) and be sure to include the page number where you found your 

information (page #). 

 

Example:  The prince “rudely interrupted  everyone” (32); “the prince laughed when the 

whipping boy was beaten” (20); he had brown hair and “sharp green eyes” (49). 

 

Setting: Find two or three phrases in this book that describe setting.  You can describe the 

weather, a landscape, the location, a season, etc.  Use quotations and page numbers. 

 

Summary: What is the conflict or problem that the main character has to overcome?  What are the 
THREE most important events in the story?  Don’t re-tell the whole story!  You should 
be able to summarize the book in about 8-10 well-constructed sentences. 

 
Connection:      Have you ever experienced a great challenge in your life and conquered it? What helped 

you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7th Grade Rubric for Book Report 
 

Title and Author: Call of the Wild by Jack London 

Genre: Realistic Fiction, Adventure 

 

Characters: Can a dog be a main character?  Who is the main character?  Find three sentences from 

the book that describe him.  You can use dialogue, description, or deeds.  Use quotes 

with page numbers.  

 

Setting: Find three examples of descriptive or sensory language that describe either the weather 

or the landscape.  Use quotes with page numbers. 

 

Summary: What are the most important events in this story?  Don’t re-tell the whole story!  You 

should be able to summarize the book in about 6-8 well-constructed sentences. 

 
 
Connection: What is the most difficult thing you’ve ever had to do?  Have you ever been frightened 

by someone else’s behavior?  Have you ever experienced a great loss?  Compare any 
scene in this book to your own personal experience.  No fluff!  Minimum fifteen 
sentences. 

 

8th Grade Rubric for Book Report 
 

Title and Author: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Genre: Historical Fiction, Allegory 

 

Characters: Who is the main character?  Find three sentences from the book that describe her.  You 

can use dialogue, description, or behavior.  Use quotes and reference page numbers.  

 

Who are the minor characters?  Pick two only and explain why you think they matter. 

 

Setting: Find three examples of descriptive or sensory language that describe a scene.  Use 

quotes with page numbers. 

 

Summary: What are the most important events in this story?  Don’t re-tell the whole story!  You 

should be able to summarize the novel in about 6-8 well-constructed sentences. 

 
 
Connection: What would you have done if you were living in the town where this occurred?  Imagine 

you are any one of the characters (man or woman) and describe how you might have 
behaved differently.  Be sure to explain why. 

 
 



Pick-A-Project from Reading Choices Lists (6th-8th grades) 
 
Choose only ONE of the following options to complete for your second book: 
 
1. Create a comic book based on one part of your novel.  Create and illustrate at least three 

“scenes.”  Use dialogue bubbles and be sure to write captions that summarize what the 
characters are doing (the action).  Charcoal or colored pencils are fine; use standard size (8½ x 
11) white paper.  

 
2. Complete a painting, drawing or sculpture (any medium) that illustrates a scene from your 

novel.  Explain why you chose the scene and what the characters/setting is all about (about half 
a hand-written page).   Use creative license when determining the size and complexity of your 
art piece. 

 
3. Create a scrapbook that represents the main character in your book.  When you attach each 

picture or token, be sure to include a brief description of what it is and how it relates to your 
character.  Minimum six pages (at least 8x5 sized paper). 

 
4. Keep a reading diary or journal.  You must have a minimum of ten hand-written entries, dated, 

paragraph form, approximately fifteen sentences each.  Your entries need to express what’s 
happened in the chapters you’ve read for that entry; you must make at least one prediction 
about what is going to happen, and one comment about a character’s personality as revealed 
through their dialogue or deeds. 

 
5. Create a song about your novel.  Include lyrics (submit a typed copy) and record your music on a 

CD.  You can use any instrument and/or appropriate tune.  Your lyrics must be related to either 
the main character or the theme of the novel. 

 
6.           Create a powerpoint or prezi about the main parts of your book (exposition, rising action, 

climax, falling action, denouncement/ resolution).  There must be a minimum of ten slides each 
containing information and picture.  One slide must contain sound bite.  One slide must contain 
name of your book, your name and picture.  The project must be saved to flash drive and given 
to teacher on completion.  

 


