
 “What did not lie in my plan lay in God’s plan.  And the more often 

something like this happens to me, the livelier becomes the conviction of 

my faith that-from God’s perspective-nothing is accidental.” 
--Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 

April 12, 2019 

Dear Parents,        

 

What a weekend! The Lone Star Angus sale was an event to behold! 

Walking in to the arena, the owner of dozens of premium bulls introduced himself 

to everyone who entered, tipping his hat to the ladies!  A gentleman’s gentleman in 

his twilight years but still amazingly active, he had a free Texas barbecue spread 

ready, opened the sale with prayer, had a young lady sing a robust and heart-felt 

rendition of the Star Spangled Banner, and let folks know that his word was his 

bond when it came to the integrity of the bulls that he offered for sale. 

What a weekend!  My husband and I headed over to the Sister Roberta 

Hesse fundraiser.  Friday night was the time to bring and organize donations.  On 

the way home, we spotted a KC Fish Fry sign, so of course we had to head over that way.  Before Friday was done, we 

had seen old classmates (from elementary and high school!), former students, relatives, and friends who had gotten 

together to serve up some great fish while raising money for yet another cause. 

What a weekend!  Saturday was “Take Two” of a community coming together for a native daughter.  Sister 

Roberta, also in her twilight years, continues to use every minute of her life to make a difference.  

https://www.northtexascatholic.org/features-article?r=66ZW7OZOLW  During her more than 35 years in Africa, she  

taught people “to fish” so to speak.  Now stateside, she’s keeping that vision alive in making sure future sisters in Africa 

receive the formation they need so they can sustain the mission.  When a pan of cinnamon rolls brings $500 in an auction 

that raises thousands, there’s no doubt that people believe in her cause. 

Most of us probably share the experience of what is commonly known as The Baader-Meinhof Phenomenon 

(that’s a mouth-full!) or synchronicity, which is the experience of having a highly meaningful coincidence, such as having 

someone phone you while you are thinking about them.  

At the end of the day, we know very little about these intricacies of brain function.  Science loves to explain them 

away.  Our faith LOVES to attribute these “little miracles” to the existence of a God who has a plan for our lives. While I 

certainly believe that science actually leads us to God, I am an advocate of the latter view that life is certainly not random.  

While our God-given human bodies show their daily frailties as we age, it’s a true blessing to be able to look back as we 

live in the present, and as we move forward with our journey.   

There’s a lot of darkness portrayed in our culture today, especially as 

highlighted in the news media.  There’s not a whole lot of coverage about a man 

who still tips his hat with respect, to a woman who reaches across to Africa to 

help those who can’t help themselves, or to those everyday folks who fry that 

fish or bring those donations to support the plethora of great causes.  If we’d 

look through that lens of synchronicity, we’d truly see that the actions of a 

LIVELY FAITH that people just do every day continue to allow us to see God’s 

love in our present, and know that God’s providence will provide us with a 

purposeful future.    

In Him, Elaine Schad, ICCS Principal                  

 

 

https://www.northtexascatholic.org/features-article?r=66ZW7OZOLW


DEAN’S DISPATCH 
Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students  

 

JMJ April 2019 

Teaching Our Children the Easter Story 

As your children are attending a Catholic School,they are obviously being taught the Easter Story in class. Remember 

that YOU are your child’s primary teacher, and as such have the responsibility to reinforce the faith lessons being taught 

in school. Teaching children about Holy Week and Easter can be a fun family time, sharing faith and hope. Your children 

are the hope of our future and the future of the Catholic Faith. Here are a few simple ideas that might assist you in this 

important adventure. 

 Share the Easter story by reading bible passages or one of the many children’s books available about 

Holy Week and Easter. Be sure to explain the meanings of unfamiliar words to the younger children, 

words like tomb, disciple, Savior, etc.  

 Attend the Holy Week services as a family. Check your parish bulletin for times of the Holy Thursday 

and Good Friday Services. These services are beautiful and meaningful. They enable us to LIVE the 

story of Holy Week. Explain that Jesus washed the feet of the Disciples to teach them to serve one 

another. Perhaps wash each other’s feet as they see at the Holy Thursday Mass. Place a cross on purple 

cloth in a special place and pray together around the cross on Good Friday. 

 Make a set of Resurrection Eggs using 12 plastic eggs…. Open them as a family and discuss the meaning 

of each. 

o Small cracker … the Eucharist, last Supper 

o Flower … the agony in the garden 

o Silver coins  … Judas’s betrayal 

o Small piece of cloth … Jesus’s robes 

o Small piece of rose bush  … crown of thorns 

o Small piece of rope … Jesus was arrested and tied 

o Small wooden cross … Jesus carried the cross 

o Nail … Jesus was nailed to the cross 

o Sponge … the vinegar soaked sponge given to Jesus 

o Cloves/spices … burial preparation 

o Small rock … the tomb cover 

o Empty egg … the Resurrection!  

 Bake Resurrection Rolls as a family … roll out refrigerated “tube” rolls…. Place a large marshmallow in 

each … close them up covering the marshmallow … brush with melted butter and sprinkle with sugar. 

Bake as directed and when you open them, the marshmallow is gone, just as Jesus was from the tomb. 

These are a few ideas to get your creative juices flowing. Please spend time talking about Holy Week and 

Easter as a family. It’s not just new clothes, chocolate bunnies and colorful eggs. This holiest of weeks is the 

basis of our faith and should be an important family celebration!  May God bless each of you this Easter and 

continue to send His blessings on our families.  

Paul Cuttica, Dean of Students 



Hola!!   
Cecy Miranda (Former ICCS Director of Hispanic Services from her new home in Georgia) 

  Queridos Padres de Familia:             

Se acerca la Semana Santa y los niños te preguntarán su significado. ¿Estás preparado para 

explicarles? 

¿Qué es la Semana Santa? ¿Por qué la seguimos celebrando? ¿Cómo podemos explicarles esto a 

nuestros niños? La Semana Santa es el periodo, entre 

el Domingo de Ramos y el Domingo de Pascua. 

Recordamos la Pasión, la Muerte y la Resurrección de 

Jesús.  

Domingo de Ramos: Este día se celebra la llegada de 

Jesús a Jerusalén; fue aclamado por la multitud como 

un verdadero Rey, mientras la gente agitaba palmeras 

y ramas de olivo como un signo de saludo y homenaje. No olvides ir a Misa este Domingo, y 

recuerda explicarles a tus pequeños el significado de la palma que reciban.  

Jueves Santo: Este día se celebra la Última Cena que Jesús hizo con sus apóstoles en la que les 

lavo los pies. Es el Jueves Santo cuando se instituyó la Eucaristía, Jesús partió el pan y ofreció 

el vino a sus discípulos. Los sacerdotes durante la Misa aún lo hacen, “Jesús se quedó con 

nosotros en el pan y en el vino, nos dejó su cuerpo y su sangre. 

Viernes Santo: Al ser traicionado Jesús, debe llevar una Cruz de madera sobre sus hombros y 

muere crucificado en la Cruz. Es el día de la muerte de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, no dejes de 

llevar a tus niños a vivir el Viacrucis en tu Iglesia. 

Sábado Santo: Este día es de silencio, oración y reflexión. Recordemos que Jesús murió para 

salvarnos. Por la noche se lleva a cabo la celebración de la Vigilia Pascual.  

Domingo de Pascua: Es el día más importante y más alegre para todos nosotros, los católicos, ya 

que Jesús resucitó. 

¿Como podemos vivir la Semana Santa nosotros? Acompañando a Jesús con nuestra oración, 

arrepintiéndonos de nuestros pecados y haciendo sacrificios.  

Lo importante de este tiempo no es el recordar con tristeza lo que Cristo padeció, sino entender 

por qué murió y resucitó.   ¡Que Dios los bendiga hoy y siempre!  Cecy Miranda 



  

virtue of the month: 

Lively Faith: 

Constantly seeking God's 

will and never settling 

for complacency 

ICCS Theme of the Year: 

“But the Advocate,
 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26  

 
 

 

From Mr. Cuttica: IDEA  

Talk to your child about praying for others. Sit down together and discuss people in your 

family that might need prayers, for whatever reason. Pick one and pray each day this 

week as a family for that person. Perhaps have your child write a note, or postcard 

telling that person they are loved and prayed for. It takes but a few minutes each day, but 

has a lasting impression on your child. God bless! 

--WE NEED REAMS OF PAPER!!  If you wish to donate color or white 

reams of copier paper, please bring it to the school office.  We are 

beginning to run out of the paper that you so generously brought 

at the beginning of the school year.  Again, thank you for helping 

our children!! 

***Volunteer forms are due by April 26. 

You must be updated with Keeping 

Children Safe for the hours to count.*** 



GO TRACK TEAMS!! 

     Thanks for your effort this season! 

DO YOU HAVE A FUTURE WITH THE  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

ADVISORY COUNCIL? 

Celebrating 24 years of Catholic Formation and Academic 

Excellence, ICCS, a vibrant parish ministry, is looking for 

members to lend their gifts to the council.  ICCS Advisory 

Council members serve three year terms.  Council members 

advise the pastor and principal, set policy for the school, 

and provide hands on expertise in all areas ranging from 

development, finance, recruitment and marketing, long-

term planning to plant and facilities. We are grateful to our 

current council members who include Dustin Dollar, Gary 

Payne, June Meza, Dr. Joan Moran, Gilles Boisson, Juan 

Cantu, Jody Carroll, Elias Castaneda, Benjamin Espinosa,  Alfred "Guy" Litton, Michael Long, Tammy Metzler, Pam 

Wilson, Kevin Reinhardt, Candy Arvisu, Elaine Schad, Ann Morgeson, Father Tim Thompson, and Father George. If you 

want to find out more about the council, please e-mail ICCS Advisory Council Chair Dustin Dollar at 

dustin.dollar@yahoo.com, the school office at iccsoffice@gmail.com, or call the school office at 940-381-1155. Make a 

Difference!  

Advisory Council Discernment at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 8, 

in the ICCS Library. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic School exists to provide a Christ-centered academic 

environment designed to promote the total development of the child by serving the mission 

of the Roman Catholic Church through the educational process.  This is accomplished by 

joining in community as a ministry of Immaculate Conception and St. Mark parishes to 

educate in the formation of faith and family; to provide a quality academic foundation; to 

unite in a nurturing and loving Catholic community through worship, through academic 

formation, through the promotion of peace and justice, through adaptation to change and 

diversity, through service, and through recognition of the value and dignity of each 

individual. 

mailto:dustin.dollar@yahoo.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com


ICCS ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS YEAR-ROUND                                                       

FOR STAFF POSITIONS: 

Have you ever considered joining our faculty at Immaculate Conception Catholic School? We are looking for faith-filled 

individuals who are highly-qualified elementary teachers able to integrate our Catholic faith throughout the daily 

instruction in all curricular elements as is our tradition of academic excellence. If you feel this is the position for you, 

please e-mail a resume to eschad@runbox.com or call the school office at 940-381-1155 and schedule an interview. 

Light The Way Through Catholic Education!! 

***THINK ABOUT JOINING OUR SUBSTITUTE STAFFTEAM FOR      

2019-2020!   CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR DETAILS.***     

 “LITTLE KNIGHTS” PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN 

PREVIEW DAYS!! WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 

8:30 TO 10 A.M. (COME AND GO) 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS! HELP US SPREAD THE 

WORD ABOUT OUR PRESCHOOL                   

AND KINDERGARTEN! 

If you are not getting the weekly family e-mails but would like to do so, please 

contact the school office or e-mail iccsoffice@gmail.com to make sure you have 

an updated email.      Check us 

out on facebook!  

www.facebook.com  

 

***A VARIETY OF SUMMER CAMPS ARE COMING 

YOUR WAY!  LOOK FOR AN INFORMATIONAL                        

EMAIL SOON!*** 

 

http://www.borowskis.com:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=eschad%40runbox.com
mailto:iccsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/


BE SURE TO SAVE THESE DATES!! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26…..GRANDPARENTS AND FRIENDS DAY!!! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26:  MASS AT 8:15 A.M. 

THURSDAY, MAY 2…MAY CROWNING! 

THURSDAY, MAY 2… FIRST COMMUNION RECOGNITION AT SCHOOL MASS. 

THURSDAY, MAY 2… GLAMOURCRAFT PHOTOS FOR FIRST COMMUNION, 8TH GRADE 

PROMOTION & SPECIAL GROUPS.  ORDER FORMS COMING SOON! 

REMINDERS! 

****REMINDER TO PLEASE PAY ANY OUTSTANDING ACCOUNT BALANCES:  Please check with 

Bookkeeper Mrs. Maureen Parsonage if you have questions. 

****REMINDER TO CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY 9 A.M. IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT:  

Please see handbook: "If for any reason a student will not be in attendance at school, the 

parent is required to call the school office (940)381-1155 by 9:00 a.m. to report the absence." A 

short phone call saves the office a lot of time from having to contact parents.  Thank you!! 

**IF YOU HAVE STAPLES COUPONS, WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE KEURIG CAFFEINE COFFEE, 

WE CAN USE THEM** 

**IF YOU WISH TO DONATE “AA” or “AAA”BATTERIES,    

WE CAN USE THEM**  

RECYCLE NEWSPAPERS AND CARDBOARD IN OUR 

RECYCLE BIN IN THE PARKING LOT. 

OUR LADY’S SCHOOL RECEIVES QUARTERLY CHECKS FROM KROGER THANKS TO THE 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE LINKED THEIR KROGER CARD TO ICCS!!  IF YOU STILL NEED TO DO 

SO, PLEASE DO SO TODAY BY GOING TO: www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com               

ICCS Code:  80371 

(117 households) who shopped at Kroger between 8-27-2017 and 11-26-2017:  $398.55 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


IMPORTANT DATES:  

April 13:  State PSIA One Act Play NCTC Gainesville 

April 16:  Fine Arts Night in the gym 

April 18:  Holy Thursday…Living Stations in the gym at 10:30 a.m…NOON DISMISSAL (Ext Day until 6 p.m.) 

April 18-21:  Easter…He is Risen!!  No School on Easter Monday 

April 22:  Classes Resume on Easter Tuesday at 8 a.m. 

April 26:  Grandparents and Friends Day!  Mass at 8:15 a.m., followed by class events and Dickey’s BBQ lunch 

April 27:  TWU Regional Science Fair 

May 2:  May Crowning, First Communion Recognition, Glamourcraft Photos—Groups, First Communion, 

Promotion…individual and group 

May 3:  Pep Rally…Auction Teacher for a Day 

May 4:  PSIA State Academic Meet at TCU 

May 6-10:  Southwest “Leap Into Summer” Book Fair to benefit the ICCS Library 

May 8:  Eighth Grade Retreat Off Site 

May 9:  Eighth Grade Recognition Mass  - 8:15 a.m. 

May 10:  Choir Trip to Music Fest Competition 

May 13-15:  Final Exams for Eighth Grade 

May 15:  Last Day for eighth graders who have fulfilled promotion criteria 

May 16:  Eighth Grade Promotion 6 p.m. in the church…reception follows in gym 

May 17:  Upper School Awards Banquet in the gym 

May 20-22:  Upper School Final Exams Grades 6 & 7 

May 23:  Field Day…Noon Dismissal – NO EXTENDED CARE 

May 24:  Mass at 8:15 a.m…dress uniform…awards assembly at 10:30 in the gym 

May 24:  Noon Dismissal…last day of school – NO EXTENDED CARE 

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS, FAMILIES AND 

STAFF…PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY ON CAMPUS!                                           
NO CELL PHONES PLEASE!  

BLESSINGS FROM OUR LADY’S SCHOOL!   


